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	32ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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JESUS CHRIST THE KING
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SUNDAY MASS is at 11am each Sunday. There is also Mass on Wednesday and Morning Prayer on Friday, both at 10am. Anyone wishing to spend time in personal prayer in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel should contact 2630383 to arrange a time.
Mass at ST WILLIAM’S is at 5:30pm on Saturday, 9:30am on Sunday and 10am on Tuesday and Friday. Visit www.stwilliamofyorksheffield.org.uk/ for more details.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (CONFESSION) is available at St William’s at 10:45am on Friday and 11am on Saturday.
A basket will be passed around during Mass for the OFFERTORY COLLECTION. You can also donate using the card reader in the narthex, online at https://donate.mydona.com/church-of-st-francis-of-assisi, or directly to:
· Account name: Diocese of Hallam St Francis Sheffield
· Sort Code: 40-41-07.
· Account Number: 21094343
If you would like to Gift Aid your offering, contact Richard McQuinn at richard_mcquinn@yahoo.co.uk.
Fairtrade TEA, COFFEE AND BISCUITS are available in the Assisi Hall after Sunday Mass.
PLEASE PRAY for, Father Kevin, Ann Bright, Colette Connolly, Jean Fahy, Olwyn Heyes, JH, Brian Sowerby, Veronica Sowerby and Paul Spragg, who are sick, for Kathleen Campbell and Clare Connolly, lately dead and for all whose anniversaries occur about this time.
The POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION for November is the proper use of wealth. Let us pray for the proper use of wealth, that not succumbing to the temptation of selfishness, it may always be put at the service the common good and solidarity of those who have less.
The cupboard in the Assisi Hall is full of dressing up items and games that were last used before Covid. We are looking for two or three VOLUNTEERS TO SORT THE CUPBOARD and dispose of any unnecessary items. If you would be willing to help, please contact David Bellamy.
[bookmark: _Hlk212454338]REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY is on Sunday 8th November. Mass will begin with 2 minutes silence.
Please note that the EMAIL ADDRESSES for the parish changed a few months ago. From Friday 13th November, only these will be valid.
· officestfrancis@hallam-diocese.com
· kthornton@hallam-diocese.com
There are still some spaces on the READING, WELCOMING AND TEA/COFFEE ROTAS in the narthex. Please sign up. New volunteers welcome.
The next PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL meeting will be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 10th November in the Upper Room. Any member of the Parish is welcome to attend. If you have anything for discussion, please speak to any member of the council.
There will be NO MASS at St Francis on Wednesday 11th November.
Rehearsals for the PARISH PANTOMIME continue on Friday evenings at 7:20pm.
The ANNUAL SAFEGUARDING EVENT will be at 9:45am on Saturday 14th November at St Peter-in-Chains, Doncaster. To book a place, please email jpearson@hallam-diocese.com.
The HALLAM BETHLEHEM BALL in support of the Bethlehem Care and Hospice Trust will be on Saturday 14th November at the Royal Victoria Hotel. Tickets are £47.50 each. The evening will include dinner, live music, tombola, raffle and an auction. Visit https://bethlehemcareandhospicetrust.org/ for more details about the Bethlehem Care and Hospice Trust. Email trustee@bcandht.org for tickets. Raffle tickets are available from Bernie or Anne Shepherd.
St Vincent's Church is hosting an evening of PRAISE WITH JO BOYCE at 7pm on Saturday 14th November. Tickets (£8, children free) are available at www.ticketsource.com/st-vincents-church.
The funeral for KATHLEEN CAMBBELL will be at 11am on Tuesday 17th November. Anyone who knew Kathleen would be very welcome to attend.
Wednesday 18th November is RED WEDNESDAY, Aid to the Church in Need’s day of prayer and action for Christians persecuted because of their faith. Visit https://acnuk.org/redwednesday to donate.
THE UPPER ROOM, our youth group for years 10 to 13, will meet from 6.30pm to 9.30pm on Thursday 19th November at St Francis Church. We will prepare a meal together and continue our discussion of Catholic moral theology. Newcomers most welcome.
It’s Panto Time (again!). RAPUNZEL AND THE RIGHT ROYAL WRANGLE will be at 7.30pm on Friday 27th and Saturday 28th November in the Assisi Hall. Tickets (£10 for adults and £5 for children) can be reserved at https://stfrancispanto.weebly.com/ and will be on sale after Mass. All Proceeds will go to CAFOD. This is a fundraiser, but also a parish social event and all are welcome. If the cost of tickets would make it difficult for you to attend, please email Clare Byrne in confidence at stfrancispanto@gmail.com and we’ll work something out. We are also looking for raffle prizes. If you have anything suitable, please bring it on the night or give it to Clare Byrne.
There will be an audit of all CHURCH KEYS after Mass on Sunday 29th November. If you hold a key for the church, please bring it to Mass that day to be logged or returned if you no longer need it.
The St Wilfrid's CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE will be at 6:30pm on Wednesday 2nd December at Mother of God Church. Refreshments will be served afterwards and there will be an opportunity to purchase items made by the clients, staff and volunteers of the centre. Tickets are £10 and available at www.stwilfridscentre.org/.
An ADVENT RETREAT on PORTRAITS OF JESUS will be held from 10am to 3pm on Saturday 5th December in the Assisi Hall. It will be led by Deacon Stephen Parker and will explore the portraits of Jesus found in the Gospels and reflected in art and music. Please bring a packed lunch.
WAITING IN DARKNESS. Join Nick Helm for a day of Reflection from 10:30am to 3:30pm on Saturday 12th December at St Mary's Catholic Church, Penistone. Visit https://bit.ly/4k0Qc8C to book a place.
Hallam Diocese and other local churches, hope to invite Rise Theatre to stage a public dramatisation of the LIFE, DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS in the Peace Gardens during Lent 2027. For more information about the play, visit www.risetheatre.co.uk/. If you would like to join the planning team, contact formation-mission@hallam-diocese.com by Saturday 14th November.
Holy Cross Abbey are selling CHRISTMAS CARDS designed by the Sisters. For more details, visit www.hcawhitland.co.uk/shop.
During November, we especially remember our deceased family members in our prayers. If you would like your deceased family members, relatives and friends to be remembered in Masses throughout the year, you can add YOUR name (individual or family name) to ST FRANCIS DEAD LIST. Take a plain envelope, write on the front ‘DEAD LIST’, add YOUR name and, if you wish, enclose an offering. Then post it through the presbytery letter-box.
When a Catholic is admitted to hospital, they should be recorded as Catholic on their medical records and the HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS, Fr Andrew, Sr Anne and Sr Helen, should be notified at the Chaplaincy Office on 2715485 or sth.chaplaincy@nhs.net.
32ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
· Wisdom 6.12-16
· Psalm 63
· 1 Thessalonians 4. 13-18
· Matthew 25. 1-13
SCRIPTURE NOTE:
Of course they weren’t bridesmaids! According to the custom of the time the girls were attendant on the bridegroom, to greet him with their lamps as he arrived at the wedding-reception. Anyway, half of them weren’t ready, let him down, and then found themselves shut out. There is a subtle difference between the parables given in Mark’s and Matthew’s gospels. In Mark they are all about the sudden coming of God’s Kingship in history, at the time of Jesus. Jesus proclaimed that the crisis was now. In him God’s reign had arrived: it was time to take drastic action. Matthew’s parables take a longer-term view: there will be a final judgment at the end of time, for which we, in the Church and in the course of history, must prepare. Some will and some won’t. Some will be found to be wheat, others to be weeds. When the catch of fish comes in, some fish will be thrown away, some kept. Some will be sheep and others goats. Each year, as the liturgical year draws to a close, the Church reminds us of this. And the End will be sudden and unpredictable, like a burglar on the one night I forgot to lock the door, or like a mouse-trap snapping shut, or like the unpredictable moment of birth pangs.
Am I ready for the coming of Christ? What does it mean to be like the wise bridesmaids and have oil in my lamp?
REFLECTION
Always be ready
Jesus said we must always be ready for His second coming, ready to meet Him. Being ‘ready’ doesn’t mean spending all the time doing religious things. For married couples, being ‘ready’ means being ready to listen to each other, sharing thoughts and feelings. Keep your ‘love tank’ full by thinking of ways he or she can be surprised by love.
33ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
· Proverbs 31: 10-13, 19-20, 30-31
· Psalm 128
· 1 Thessalonians 5. 1-6
· Matthew 25. 14-30
SCRIPTURE NOTE:
It is encouraging to think of all the talents which friends and neighbours have and which I don’t have. It is all part of the gifts of the Spirit, which Paul sees as making up the whole Body of Christ. Everyone has a special contribution to make. As for me, it is extraordinary that God created me with all my twists, defects, fears and failures and it is precisely because of those boils, sores and abscesses that God loves me, helps me and guides me to work out my salvation. And it is just possible that there may be friends who can think that God has given me talents which make a tiny contribution to the happiness and goodness of the world. In the longer version of this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus mentions a man with just one talent who hides it in the ground: the master calls him “wicked and lazy” and has him thrown out. Why is he so severely treated? This is surely someone who resolutely turns his back on the goodness he has received and refuses to work with it for the Lord’s purposes or for anyone else’s. Such a talent goes to waste and merely rusts and corrupts. If I know anyone like that, it is worth asking whether, with infinite and patient kindness, I can help that person to release their talent and bring it to blossom.
Just think for a moment, what is your best talent? Is it a gift, skill or humour which brings joy and happiness to those around you? Are you like the man who buried his talent in the ground, or do you use this skill or gift or wisdom to bring joy to others?
REFLECTION
Our love must be nourished
The parable of the talents could be compared to our marriage and the consequences if we, like the lazy servant, do not work at our relationship. Avoiding conflict can mean that the opportunity for forgiveness and growth is allowed to pass by. Let’s not allow our love for each other to simply slip away, but work to keep our life flourishing.
PARISH PRAYER
Heavenly Father, pour down on our Church your Holy Spirit, the fire of your love. Give us the courage, the wisdom and the faith to be salt for the earth and light for the world.
Help us to build warm and welcoming communities of faith in our families, our neighbourhoods, our Parish. May we carry the Good News by word and action into all our environments, especially those which are hostile and hurting.
Together with Mary, the first evangeliser we entrust all our efforts into the care of the Divine Spirit, who fills and renews the face of the earth.	Amen.
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST THE KING
· Ezekiel 34: 11-12, 15-17
· Psalm 23
· 1 Corinthians 15: 20-26, 28
· Matthew 25. 31-46
SCRIPTURE NOTE:
This is the last of Matthew’s great parables. The world is finally divided into ‘goodies’ and ‘baddies’. The great dramatic scene here depicted is that of the Final Judgement of all, but we shall each of us at the moment of death face the judgement of our divine Lord in his glory. This confrontation will be an experience far more awesome and shattering than any description can express, and yet fulfilling and re-assuring. We will know at last in a naked way our own sin and also our own infinite value before the transcendent figure of the Lord. Two striking points are stressed in the parable. Firstly, we will be judged uniquely on our treatment of those in any kind of need. Not first of all on our prayer-life; not on our asceticism; not on penances undertaken; but on our respect for others - how far we look to see what they need and what we can give. The ten commandments of the Old Testament, the eight beatitudes of the New can be summarised in this way: speak the truth, be honest (including financially), honour father and mother (or children), hunger for justice, make peace. The second striking point is the reason for the first: that Christ is in each person. What we do to others, we do to Christ.
What does it mean that Jesus is in all other people, especially the stranger, the sick, the comfortless, even those in prison? How does this teaching of Jesus change my attitude to people I despise or avoid or just ignore?
REFLECTION
Called to be symbols of the way Jesus loves
Jesus says that those who respond to others are in effect responding to him. Our call as married couples is to be a symbol of Jesus’ love for us. In each small way that we show our love: doing little jobs, spending quality time together, listening, forgiving and making up, we are responding to that call and nourishing one other.
PRAYER TO CHRIST THE KING
Almighty ever-living God, whose will is to restore all things in your beloved Son, the King of the universe, grant, we pray, that the whole creation, set free from slavery, may render your majesty service and ceaselessly proclaim your praise.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
image1.png




