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	THE FEAST OF ST FRANCIS

27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

SUNDAY 4TH OCTOBER 2026

Year A - Psalter week 3
(People of the Parish)





SUNDAY MASS is at 11am each week. There is also Mass on Wednesday and Morning Prayer on Friday, both at 10am.
Anyone wishing to spend time in PERSONAL PRAYER in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel should contact the office on 2630383 to arrange a time.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (CONFESSION) is available at St William’s at 10:45am on Friday and 11am on Saturday.
A basket will be passed around during Mass for the OFFERTORY COLLECTION. Alternatively, you can make your offertory donation directly to:
· Account name: Diocese of Hallam St Francis Sheffield
· Sort Code: 40-41-07.
· Account Number: 21094343
If you would like to Gift Aid your offering, contact Richard McQuinn at richard_mcquinn@yahoo.co.uk.
Fairtrade TEA, COFFEE AND BISCUITS are available in the Assisi Hall after Sunday Mass.
WEEKDAY SERVICES (all at 10am)
Monday	5th	
Tuesday	6th	
Wednesday	7th	No Mass
Thursday	8th	
Friday	9th	Morning Prayer
PLEASE PRAY for, Father Kevin, Ann Bright, Kathleen Campbell, Colette Connolly, Jean Fahy, Olwyn Heyes, JH, Brian Sowerby, Veronica Sowerby and Paul Spragg, who are sick, and for all whose anniversaries occur about this time.
The POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION for October is mental health ministry. Let us pray that the mental health ministry be established throughout the church, helping to overcome the stigma and discrimination of persons with mental illnesses.
There will be no WEDNESDAY MASS for the next two weeks.
There are blank READING, WELCOMING AND TEA/COFFEE ROTAS in the narthex. Please sign up. Any new volunteers would be very welcome.
There will be a service for the BLESSING OF ANIMALS at 3pm on Saturday 3rd October. It will be based around the care St Francis of Assisi had for all creation and will include prayers and the blessing of all the animals present. All kind of pets are welcome.
This Sunday is the feast day of St Francis of Assisi and we will celebrate with a SHARED LUNCH. After Mass, there will be a short presentation on the PPC’s work following the Parish Survey, followed by discussion over lunch. Please bring:
· enough food for your family PLUS some to share
· non-perishable groceries for the S2 Foodbank.
You might also invite a friend, perhaps someone who used to come to St Francis, to join us.
CAFOD HARVEST FAST DAY was on Friday 2nd October. Put your faith into action by supporting our global neighbours experiencing shortages of food and safe water. Your gift can support children like Tayla in Zimbabwe to stay in school. There is a basket in the Narthex for your donations or you can donate online at https://cafod.org.uk/.
ROCK FOR REFUGE music event. The Grand Plan, featuring members of our music group, will be playing an evening of live music in aid of Sheffield asylum seekers charity, ASSIST from 7:30pm until late on Saturday 3rd October at Hagglers Corner. Tickets are £11 from https://wegottickets.com/f/24273.
The FUNERAL SERVICE (not Mass) for Ian Davies will be at 11am on Monday 5th October.
There will be a MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING from 10.30am to 12.30pm on Saturday 10th October in St Vincent’s Church Hall.
The ‘PRISONS: A VINCENTIAN VISION FOR THE FUTURE’ conference will be held from 10am to 4pm on Saturday 10th October at St Michael’s, Wombwell. Email prisonwork@svp.org.uk to book a place.
WOMEN TOGETHER IN HALLAM will meet at 12 noon on Saturday 10th October at the Hallam Pastoral Centre. If you would like to attend, please complete  the form at https://bit.ly/4cXweqU.
It’s panto time again! (Oh yes it is!) The script is nearly ready, and the excitement is building for this year’s PARISH PANTOMIME! We’re now putting together our fantastic cast, and we’d love for you to be part of the fun. Adults and children in year 6 and above are warmly invited to join us - no experience needed, just a willingness to get involved and enjoy yourself!. Rehearsals will take place on Friday evenings at 7:20pm, starting on 16th October (yes, including half term!), with a dress rehearsal on Thursday 26th November and performances on Friday 27th and Saturday 28th November. Want to be part of the show? We'd love to hear from you! Please contact Clare or Una at stfrancispanto@gmail.com or clarebyrne699@gmail.com by Tuesday 6th October.
St Peter In Chains, Doncaster is hosting a DAY OF PRAYER from 10am to 3pm on Saturday 24th October. To book a place, please contact hailfullofgrace2026@gmail.com.
CHURCH ACTION ON POVERTY is one of the charities supported by our parish in our commitment to the needy. There are over 270 churches in the UK who support Church Action on Poverty. On Sunday 25th October, there will be a moment to reflect on how we can put gospel values of justice and compassion into practice. You can donate on the day or at https://donate.mydona.com/church-of-st-francis-of-assisi/fund/church-action-on-poverty-30245.
On Sunday 25th October, we will be celebrating the parish receiving the LIVESIMPLY AWARD from CAFOD. This has involved a lot of work from a lot of people in the parish ably led by Maria Levesley. There will be a presentation of our plaque and after Mass there will be tea and cake! Please bring cake to share.
The HALLAM BETHLEHEM BALL in support of the Bethlehem Care and Hospice Trust will be on Saturday 14th November at The Royal Victoria Hotel. Tickets are £47.50 each. The evening will include dinner, live music, tombola, raffle and an auction. Visit https://bethlehemcareandhospicetrust.org/ for more details about the Bethlehem Care and Hospice Trust. Email trustee@bcandht.org for tickets. Raffle tickets are available from Bernie or Anne Shepherd.
[bookmark: _Hlk131435277]VOLUNTEERING AROUND READING: Many of us take for granted being able to read and having access to books, but that isn’t the case for everyone. Read Easy, a charity helping adults learn to read, is looking for reading coaches who could commit to two thirty minute sessions a week, if there is someone in your area looking for help. Or schools in S12, S36 and S43 are looking for reading helpers who could go to a school one afternoon a week in term times. Or there are community libraries in Gleadless and Burngreave wanting volunteers to help out. Would you have some time to give, to open up the world of books and reading to those less fortunate?
The MASS READINGS for this Sunday are:
· Isaiah 5: 1-7
· Psalm 79
· Philippians 4: 6-9
· Matthew 21: 33-43
SCRIPTURE NOTE:
Jesus’ understanding of the sovereignty of God brought him violent opposition from some of the Jewish leaders. Were they corrupt, or just closed to any new way of thinking, so closed that they could not see that Jesus was the promised Messiah? Anyway, Jesus used this story about the tenants of a vineyard to show that the religious authorities were not leading the people as they should. Everyone would immediately understand the image of the vineyard. The prophet Isaiah had used this image in a well-known poem eight centuries earlier to show that the vineyard of Israel refused to yield a good harvest to God, whatever care God lavished on it. God expected fairness of judgment from the people and all he found was a shriek of agony (the same word is used in Hebrew for ‘fair-judgment’ and for ‘shriek’ apart from one letter). What does this mean for us? Not that we have to follow every new idea. But it does mean that we must be open to the idea that we may be wrong, that our service of the Lord may be faulty, that people we find tiresome or unacceptable may have more good in them than we credited. God’s ways are not our ways. Life may not be mapped out how we think, so we need to watch out for the bend in the road.
What is God asking of you?
REFLECTION
Loving and honouring each other and the Lord
When you married you took each other for better, for worse. God experienced the ‘worse’ when his ‘bride’, the Jewish people, rejected him by worshipping other gods. The ‘worse’ for you may be when your spouse mocks your beliefs. Have you shared your hurt, let them know your pain? Remember, though, that God has loved the ‘worst’ in you.
PARISH PRAYER
Heavenly Father, pour down on our Church your Holy Spirit, the fire of your love. Give us the courage, the wisdom and the faith to be salt for the earth and light for the world.
Help us to build warm and welcoming communities of faith in our families, our neighbourhoods, our Parish. May we carry the Good News by word and action into all our environments, especially those which are hostile and hurting.
Together with Mary, the first evangeliser we entrust all our efforts into the care of the Divine Spirit, who fills and renews the face of the earth.
Amen.
image1.png




