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	THE SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS

SUNDAY 1ST NOVEMBER 2026

Year A - Psalter week 3
(People of the Parish)




SUNDAY MASS is at 11am each week. There is also Mass on Wednesday and Morning Prayer on Friday, both at 10am. Anyone wishing to spend time in personal prayer in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel should contact 2630383 to arrange a time.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (CONFESSION) is available at St William’s at 10:45am on Friday and 11am on Saturday.
A basket will be passed around during Mass for the OFFERTORY COLLECTION. You can also donate using the card reader in the narthex, online at https://donate.mydona.com/church-of-st-francis-of-assisi, or directly to:
· Account name: Diocese of Hallam St Francis Sheffield
· Sort Code: 40-41-07.
· Account Number: 21094343
If you would like to Gift Aid your offering, contact Richard McQuinn at richard_mcquinn@yahoo.co.uk.
Fairtrade TEA, COFFEE AND BISCUITS are available in the Assisi Hall after Sunday Mass. Everyone is welcome.
WEEKDAY SERVICES (all at 10am)
Monday	2nd	
Tuesday	3rd	
Wednesday	4th	Mass
Thursday	5th	
Friday	6th	Morning Prayer
PLEASE PRAY for, Father Kevin, Ann Bright, Kathleen Campbell, Colette Connolly, Jean Fahy, Olwyn Heyes, JH, Brian Sowerby, Veronica Sowerby and Paul Spragg, who are sick, and for all whose anniversaries occur about this time.
The POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION for November is the proper use of wealth. Let us pray for the proper use of wealth, that not succumbing to the temptation of selfishness, it may always be put at the service the common good and solidarity of those who have less.
There are blank READING, WELCOMING AND TEA/COFFEE ROTAS in the narthex. Please sign up. Any new volunteers would be very welcome.
[bookmark: _Hlk212454338]Today is the SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS. This reminds us of our eternal destiny, where we will dwell in true and perfect light, total fulfilment, everlasting joy and gladness without end. May the intersession of all the saints lead us to our everlasting home in heaven.
From 1st to 8th November, the Faithful may obtain a PLENARY INDULGENCE for the faithful departed by devoutly visiting a cemetery and praying for the dead.
November is the month in which we especially remember those who have died, particularly our family members. If you would like your deceased family members, relatives and friends to be remembered in Masses throughout the year, you can add YOUR name (individual or family name) to ST FRANCIS DEAD LIST. Take a plain envelope, write ‘DEAD LIST’ on the front, add YOUR name and, if you wish, enclose an offering, then post it through the presbytery letter-box.
The first issue of the HALLAM CATHOLIC VOICE (the replacement for the Hallam Bridge) is now available at https://hallam-diocese.com/bridge/.
Please note that the EMAIL ADDRESSES for the parish changed a few months ago. From Friday 13th November, only these will be valid.
· officestfrancis@hallam-diocese.com
· kthornton@hallam-diocese.com
Thank you for last Sunday’s donation of £153 to CHURCH ACTION ON POVERTY. If you would still like to donate, there are envelopes in the narthex. To find out more, visit www.church-poverty.org.uk.
You can read Bishop Marcus’s report on the proposed unification of the DIOCESES OF LEEDS, MIDDLESBROUGH AND HALLAM at https://bit.ly/4sJxxkd. There is a two page summary on pages 44 and 45.
Rehearsals for the PARISH PANTOMIME continue on Friday evenings at 7:20pm.
St Vincent’s Church thanks everyone who supported their MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING which raised £1,693.
St Marie’s Cathedral is holding a NIGHT OF LIGHTS, a Catholic alternative to Halloween, on Saturday 31st October. They will be lighting up the Cathedral with Christian-themed carved pumpkins and candles. There will be a treasure hunt at 4:30pm, children’s liturgy at 5pm and a family social at 6pm. Please bring a Christian-themed carved pumpkin, and/or food or drink for the social if you can.
The ANNUAL SAFEGUARDING EVENT will be at 9:45am on Saturday 14th November at St Peter-in-Chains, Doncaster. See the poster in the narthex for more details. Email jpearson@hallam-diocese.com to book a place.
The HALLAM BETHLEHEM BALL in support of the Bethlehem Care and Hospice Trust will be on Saturday 14th November at The Royal Victoria Hotel. Tickets are £47.50 each. The evening will include dinner, live music, tombola, raffle and an auction. Visit https://bethlehemcareandhospicetrust.org/ for more details about the Bethlehem Care and Hospice Trust. Email trustee@bcandht.org for tickets. Raffle tickets are available from Bernie or Anne Shepherd.
Wednesday 18th November is RED WEDNESDAY, Aid to the Church in Need’s special day of prayer, awareness and action for Christians persecuted because of their faith. Find out more or donate at https://acnuk.org/redwednesday.
WAITING IN DARKNESS. Join Nick Helm for a day of Reflection from 10:30am to 3:30pm on Saturday 12th December at St Mary's Catholic Church, Penistone. Visit www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/hallam-formation-and-mission-46212155433 to book a place.
Hallam Diocese and other local churches, hope to invite Rise Theatre to stage a public dramatisation of the LIFE, DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS in the Peace Gardens during Lent 2027 but they need help to make it happen. If you would like to join the planning team, contact formation-mission@hallam-diocese.com by Saturday 14th November. For more information about the play, visit www.risetheatre.co.uk/.
Please pray for PETER HOLLAND who will be ordained as a Deacon on Saturday 7th November.
The Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith has published VENITE AD ME, a reflection on sharing the faith in today's changing world. You can read it at https://bit.ly/4yRozCC.
We often look forward to warming comfort food as the weather turns cooler, but for some in our community, simply having enough food is a challenge. Can you add a tin of stew, vegetables or fruit to your shopping basket for the S2 FOODBANK.
If you have any items for the FRANCISCAN, please e-mail them to pauljayne.middlemas@gmail.com. Thank you.
Accommodation at WALSINGHAM SHRINE in 2027 starts at £70 (£63 with group discount) per night. For more details, visit www.walsingham.org.uk/elmham-house-pilgrim-hotel/.
The MASS READINGS for this Sunday are:
· Revelation 7: 2-4,9-14
· Psalm 24
· 1 John 3: 1-3
· Matthew 5: 1-12
SCRIPTURE NOTE:
These eight blessings stand at the head of the Sermon on the Mount, pointing out eight ways in which we can welcome God into our lives. They are ways of living out God’s blessing, possible only if the hand of God is upon us. That is why the first and the last beatitudes knit them all together with ‘theirs is the kingdom of heaven’. Jesus came to proclaim the kingship of his Father, and these are ways of living that kingship. For each of the beatitudes, do you know someone in the parish or elsewhere in your life who exemplifies that particular attitude? Or is there a saint whom you consider typifies each of these beatitudes for you? What is your own favourite beatitude? Jesus illustrates the beatitudes in various incidents in the gospels: he enters Jerusalem on a donkey as the gentle king; he shows love in his welcome to sinners; he brings peace to those tortured by disease or contempt; he manifests purity of heart in his single-minded pre-occupation with his Father’s will; finally, he accepts persecution for what he knew to be right. All Christians may suddenly find themselves face to face with similar shattering challenges.
Which of these ‘beatitudes’ do you most lack? Which would you most like to acquire?
REFLECTION
We too may go through tough times
Today’s Gospel tells us that it is not only when we are strong that we live out God’s plan for our marriage. Sometimes, when we are weak, our Sacramental way of life is mainly using our energy to minister to each other. A lot of joy can be found when we walk down a difficult road together.
PARISH PRAYER
Heavenly Father, pour down on our Church your Holy Spirit, the fire of your love. Give us the courage, the wisdom and the faith to be salt for the earth and light for the world.
Help us to build warm and welcoming communities of faith in our families, our neighbourhoods, our Parish. May we carry the Good News by word and action into all our environments, especially those which are hostile and hurting.
Together with Mary, the first evangeliser we entrust all our efforts into the care of the Divine Spirit, who fills and renews the face of the earth.	Amen.
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