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Year A - Psalter week 2
(People of the Parish)




SUNDAY MASS is at 11am each week. There is also Mass on Wednesday and Morning Prayer on Friday, both at 10am. Anyone wishing to spend time in personal prayer in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel should contact 2630383 to arrange a time.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (CONFESSION) is available at St William’s at 10:45am on Friday and 11am on Saturday.
A basket will be passed around during Mass for the OFFERTORY COLLECTION. You can also donate using the card reader in the narthex, online at https://donate.mydona.com/church-of-st-francis-of-assisi, or directly to:
· Account name: Diocese of Hallam St Francis Sheffield
· Sort Code: 40-41-07.
· Account Number: 21094343
If you would like to Gift Aid your offering, contact Richard McQuinn at richard_mcquinn@yahoo.co.uk.
Fairtrade TEA, COFFEE AND BISCUITS are available in the Assisi Hall after Sunday Mass. Everyone is welcome.
WEEKDAY SERVICES (all at 10am)
Monday	26th	
Tuesday	27th	
Wednesday	28th	Mass
Thursday	29th	
Friday	30th	Morning Prayer
PLEASE PRAY for, Father Kevin, Ann Bright, Kathleen Campbell, Colette Connolly, Jean Fahy, Olwyn Heyes, JH, Brian Sowerby, Veronica Sowerby and Paul Spragg, who are sick, and for all whose anniversaries occur about this time.
The POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION for October is mental health ministry. Let us pray that the mental health ministry be established throughout the church, helping to overcome the stigma and discrimination of persons with mental illnesses.
There are blank READING, WELCOMING AND TEA/COFFEE ROTAS in the narthex. Please sign up. Any new volunteers would be very welcome.
CHURCH ACTION ON POVERTY is one of the charities supported by our parish in our commitment to the needy. There are over 270 churches in the UK who support Church Action on Poverty. This Sunday, there will be a moment to reflect on how we can put gospel values of justice and compassion into practice. You can donate in the narthex or at https://donate.mydona.com/church-of-st-francis-of-assisi/fund/church-action-on-poverty-30245.
This Sunday, we will celebrate the parish receiving the LIVESIMPLY AWARD from CAFOD. This has involved a lot of work from a lot of people in the parish ably led by Maria Levesley. There will be a presentation of our plaque and after Mass there will be tea and cake! Please bring cake to share.
STREETS OF LIGHT is a citywide initiative inviting people to decorate a window of their house with an illuminated message of light, hope and love between Monday 26th October and Sunday 1st November. Find out more at www.streetsoflight.co.uk.
The next meeting of the CROSSPOOL FORUM will be at 7pm on Thursday 29th October at St Columba’s Church.
Rehearsals for the PARISH PANTOMIME continue on Friday evenings at 7:20pm. The performances will be on Friday 27th and Saturday 28th November.
St Marie’s Cathedral is holding a NIGHT OF LIGHTS, a Catholic alternative to Halloween for all the family, from 4:30pm to 8pm on Saturday 31st October. They will be lighting up the Cathedral with Christian-themed carved pumpkins and candles and there will be a treasure hunt (with prizes) for families arriving early. Children’s Liturgy will begin at 5pm, and will be followed by a family social in Houlden Hall at 6pm. If you can, please bring a Christian-themed carved pumpkin, and/or food or drink for the social.
The ANNUAL SAFEGUARDING EVENT will be at 9:45am on Saturday 14th November at St Peter-in-Chains, Doncaster. See the poster in the narthex for more details. Email jpearson@hallam-diocese.com to book a place.
The HALLAM BETHLEHEM BALL in support of the Bethlehem Care and Hospice Trust will be on Saturday 14th November at The Royal Victoria Hotel. Tickets are £47.50 each. The evening will include dinner, live music, tombola, raffle and an auction. Visit https://bethlehemcareandhospicetrust.org/ for more details about the Bethlehem Care and Hospice Trust. Email trustee@bcandht.org for tickets. Raffle tickets are available from Bernie or Anne Shepherd.
Hallam Catholic Diocese and other local churches, hope to invite Rise Theatre to stage a public dramatisation of the LIFE, DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS in the Peace Gardens during Lent 2027 but they need help to make it happen. If you would like to join the planning team, contact formation-mission@hallam-diocese.com by Saturday 14th November. For more information about the play, visit www.risetheatre.co.uk or www.youtube.com/watch?v=m1LPCh0gW_w.
[bookmark: _Hlk131435277]VOLUNTEERING AROUND READING: Many of us take for granted being able to read and having access to books, but that isn’t the case for everyone. Read Easy, a charity helping adults learn to read, is looking for reading coaches who could commit to two thirty minute sessions a week, if there is someone in your area looking for help. Or schools in S12, S36 and S43 are looking for reading helpers who could go to a school one afternoon a week in term times. Or there are community libraries in Gleadless and Burngreave wanting volunteers to help out. Would you have some time to give, to open up the world of books and reading to those less fortunate?
The ST VINCENT DE PAUL FURNITURE STORE collects and redistributes unwanted furniture and household items without charge to people who are disadvantaged because of poverty, deprivation and other circumstances. If you have any items to donate or wish to make a cash donation to support their work, please phone 2703990 between 9am and 3pm or visit www.svp.org.uk/sheffield-furniture-store.
At a time of year when it’s starting to feel autumnal and there is a natural feeling to hunker down and eat warming comfort foods, some in our community simply hope for a meal of any kind. If you could put a tin of stew, veg or fruit in your shopping basket and drop it off in the narthex, the S2 FOODBANK community would be very grateful.
When a Catholic is admitted to hospital, they should be recorded as Catholic on their medical records and the HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS, Fr Andrew, Sr Anne and Sr Helen, should be notified at the Chaplaincy Office on 2715485 or sth.chaplaincy@nhs.net.
Accommodation at WALSINGHAM SHRINE in 2027 starts at £70 (£63 with group discount) per night. For more details, visit www.walsingham.org.uk/elmham-house-pilgrim-hotel/.
The MASS READINGS for this Sunday are:
· Exodus 22: 21-27
· Psalm 18
· 1 Thessalonians 1: 5-10
· Matthew 22: 34-40
SCRIPTURE NOTE:
Familiarity with Jesus’ answer to the question about the greatest commandment blunts our awareness of its startling directness. Many answers could be given, perhaps singling out any one of the ten commandments as the greatest, the most important basis of society. A frequent answer to the question was and is the Golden Rule which exists in many cultures: ‘Do not do to another what you would not have done to you’. This is basically a selfish answer, protecting one’s own interests. By contrast, Jesus’ answer hits home, turning us away from self to God. ‘Love’ (not ‘obey’ or ‘adore’ or ‘fear’ or ‘reverence’) is the command. Love is not simply the warmth of companionship or of sex, but is the willing generosity of mother to helpless young child or daughter to helpless old parent, of wife to alcoholic husband or husband to paralysed wife, seeking no reward but the happiness of the receiver. Paul gives a useful check-list about love in chapter 13 of his first letter to the Corinthians. John’s first letter provides a useful summary: ‘No one who fails to love the brother or sister whom he can see, can love God whom he has not seen’.
How do we put into practice this commandment to love?
REFLECTION  How can I best love you today?
In today’s gospel Jesus says love should be at the centre of our lives, so we must ask ‘How can I best love my partner today?’ To know how our partner experiences our love best, we need to explore together whether it is through compliments, special time together, presents or acts of service, or simple hugging and kissing.
PARISH PRAYER
Heavenly Father, pour down on our Church your Holy Spirit, the fire of your love. Give us the courage, the wisdom and the faith to be salt for the earth and light for the world.
Help us to build warm and welcoming communities of faith in our families, our neighbourhoods, our Parish. May we carry the Good News by word and action into all our environments, especially those which are hostile and hurting.
Together with Mary, the first evangeliser we entrust all our efforts into the care of the Divine Spirit, who fills and renews the face of the earth.
Amen.
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