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SUNDAY MASS is at 11am each week. There is also Mass on Wednesday and Morning Prayer on Friday, both at 10am.
Anyone wishing to spend time in PERSONAL PRAYER in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel should contact the office on 2630383 to arrange a time.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (CONFESSION) is available at St William’s at 10:30am on Friday and 11am on Saturday.
A basket will be passed around during Mass for the OFFERTORY COLLECTION. Alternatively, you can make your offertory donation directly to:
· Account name: Diocese of Hallam St Francis Sheffield
· Sort Code: 40-41-07.
· Account Number: 21094343
If you would like to Gift Aid your offering, contact Richard McQuinn at richard_mcquinn@yahoo.co.uk.
Fairtrade TEA, COFFEE AND BISCUITS are available in the Assisi Hall after Sunday Mass.
WEEKDAY SERVICES (all at 10am)
Monday	21st	
Tuesday	22nd	
Wednesday	23rd	Mass
Thursday	24th	
Friday	25th	Morning Prayer
The POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION for September is the care of water. Let us pray for a just and sustainable management of water, a vital resource, so that everyone may have equal access to it.
PLEASE PRAY for Father Kevin, Ann Bright, Kathleen Campbell, Colette Connolly, Jean Fahy, Olwyn Heyes, JH, Veronica Sowerby and Paul Spragg, who are sick, for Ian Davies, lately dead  and for all whose anniversaries occur about this time.
Today is HOME MISSION SUNDAY when the bishops of England and Wales ask the faithful of our countries to look for ways to share the beauty and joy of knowing Jesus Christ. There is a basket in the Narthex for your donations to support the work of the Bishops’ Conference Mission Directorate.
There are blank READING, WELCOMING AND TEA/COFFEE ROTAS in the narthex. Please sign up. Any new volunteers would be very welcome.
40 DAYS FOR LIFE begins on Wednesday 23rd September. Join other Christians in praying for an end to abortion in our community. If you would like to join, please call 07368297872.
There will be a HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE (Adoration) after the 10am Mass on Saturday 26th September at Mother of God Church.
As part of the Season of Creation, Mother of God Church will be showing the ‘PEOPLE’S EMERGENCY BRIEFING’ film at 3pm and 7pm on Sunday 27th September. Everyone is welcome.
CAFOD HARVEST FAST DAY is on Friday 2nd October. Put your faith into action and share the Lord’s love by supporting our global neighbours experiencing shortages of food and safe water. Your gift can support children like Tayla in Zimbabwe to stay in school by helping communities and schools provide nourishing meals, improve access to water and grow food in school gardens. Envelopes will be available next week.
There will be a service for the BLESSING OF ANIMALS at 3pm on Saturday 3rd October at St Francis Church. It will last for about 40 minutes. All kind of animals (pets) are welcome. This is the eve of the feast day for St Francis of Assisi and the service is based around the care he had for all creation and especially animals. It will include prayers and the blessing of all the animals at the service.
ROCK FOR REFUGE MUSIC EVENT. The Grand Plan band, featuring members from our very own St Francis music group, will be playing an evening of live music in aid of Sheffield asylum seekers charity, ASSIST from 7:30pm until late on Saturday 3rd October at Hagglers Corner. Upbeat rock, pop, R&B and soul, from the 60s to 00s. Dance, groove, and show your support for those in need of a safe place to call home. Tickets are £11 and are available from https://wegottickets.com/f/24273.
Saturday 3rd October will mark 800 years since the death of St Francis of Assisi. His feast day is Sunday 4th October and we will celebrate with a PARISH DAY AND SHARED LUNCH. After Mass, there will be a short presentation on the PPC’s work following the Parish Survey, followed by discussion over lunch. Please bring:
· enough food for your family PLUS some to share
· non-perishable groceries for the S2 Foodbank.
You might also invite a friend, perhaps someone who used to come to St Francis, to join us.
ADOREMUS 2026, the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage and Congress will be on Saturday 10th October in London. For more details, visit www.cbcew.org.uk/adoremus-2026/.
The ‘PRISONS: A VINCENTIAN VISION FOR THE FUTURE’ conference will be held from 10am to 4pm on Saturday 10th October at St Michael’s, Wombwell. See the poster in narthex for more details. Please email prisonwork@svp.org.uk to book a place.
WOMEN TOGETHER IN HALLAM will meet at 12 noon on Saturday 10th October at the Hallam Pastoral Centre. See the poster in the Narthex for more details. If you would like to attend, please complete the form at https://bit.ly/4cXweqU.
The HALLAM BETHLEHEM BALL in support of the Bethlehem Care and Hospice Trust will be on Saturday 14th  November at The Royal Victoria Hotel. Tickets are £47.50 each. The evening will include dinner, live music, tombola, raffle and an auction. Visit https://bethlehemcareandhospicetrust.org/ for more details about the Bethlehem Care and Hospice Trust. Email trustee@bcandht.org for tickets. Raffle tickets are available from Bernie or Anne Shepherd.
St Peter In Chains, Doncaster is hosting a DAY OF PRAYER from 10am to 3pm on Saturday 24th October. To book a place, please contact hailfullofgrace2026@gmail.com.
The ST VINCENT DE PAUL FURNITURE STORE collects and redistributes unwanted furniture and household items without charge to people who are disadvantaged because of poverty, deprivation and other circumstances. If you have any items to donate or wish to make a cash donation to support their work, please phone 2703990 between 9am and 3pm or visit www.svp.org.uk/sheffield-furniture-store.
There are many ways to VOLUNTEER BY DRIVING with local organisations. Using your own car, you could help Woodhouse Community Forum, by taking older and isolated people to activities, or you could help Sheffield Action on Plastic by delivering and collecting reusable cups. If you are willing to learn to drive a minibus, Transport 17 and Manor Community Transport are looking for volunteers to drive people to lunch clubs. These opportunities can be found at www.sheffieldvolunteercentre.org.uk.
The FUNERAL SERVICE (not Mass) for Ian Davies will be at 11am on Monday 5th October.
The MASS READINGS for this Sunday are:
· Isaiah 55: 6-9
· Psalm 145
· Philippians 1: 20-24, 27
· Matthew 20: 1-16
SCRIPTURE NOTE:	It is hard not to sympathize with the workers who have sweated it out right through the day in the hot sun. The idlers who have hardly got earth on their spades or grease on their hands get a great bonus and I get no bonus at all! Is this fair? No. God is not fair. You can’t apply the concept of “fairness” to God at all. We can’t enter into a reckoning with God. God does not calculate as we do. In the terms of this world, this is obvious enough. The wicked do prosper, while honesty and high moral standards, instead of being rewarded are often simply mocked. Can we go deeper and say that the reward is in heaven? This hardly fits with the way Jesus worked here on earth. He did not reward the virtuous. He said he was the doctor who had come to the sick. His favourites were the worst of society, tax-collectors and prostitutes, not even amiable rascals. Heaven was open to anyone who accepted him. It is no good looking for fairness in God, for this implies that we deserve something. We cannot claim to ‘deserve’ anything; we are simply called into a loving relationship and to put our trust in Jesus.
What does this Sunday’s Gospel say about the generosity of God? When have you experienced God’s generosity, his kindness and forgiveness in your own life?
REFLECTION  My thoughts are not your thoughts
God can put thoughts into our minds, but how can we ensure these make a difference to our lives? St Paul says, “Avoid anything in your everyday lives that would be unworthy of the Gospel of Christ”: for example, the need to measure what we contribute within the relationship. Our Sacrament isn’t a 50/50 arrangement but a 100%/100% unconditional commitment.
PARISH PRAYER
Heavenly Father, pour down on our Church your Holy Spirit, the fire of your love. Give us the courage, the wisdom and the faith to be salt for the earth and light for the world.
Help us to build warm and welcoming communities of faith in our families, our neighbourhoods, our Parish. May we carry the Good News by word and action into all our environments, especially those which are hostile and hurting.
Together with Mary, the first evangeliser we entrust all our efforts into the care of the Divine Spirit, who fills and renews the face of the earth.
Amen.
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