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SUNDAY MASS is at 11am each week. There is also Mass on Wednesday and Morning Prayer on Friday, both at 10am.
Anyone wishing to spend time in PERSONAL PRAYER in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel should contact the office on 2630383 to arrange a time.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (CONFESSION) is available at St William’s at 10:30am on Friday and 11am on Saturday.
A basket will be passed around during Mass for the OFFERTORY COLLECTION. Alternatively, you can make your offertory donation directly to:
· Account name: Diocese of Hallam St Francis Sheffield
· Sort Code: 40-41-07.
· Account Number: 21094343
If you would like to Gift Aid your offering, contact Richard McQuinn at richard_mcquinn@yahoo.co.uk.
Fairtrade TEA, COFFEE AND BISCUITS are available in the Assisi Hall after Sunday Mass.
WEEKDAY SERVICES (all at 10am)
Monday	14th	
Tuesday	15th	
Wednesday	16th	Mass
Thursday	17th	
Friday	18th	Morning Prayer
The POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION for September is the care of water. Let us pray for a just and sustainable management of water, a vital resource, so that everyone may have equal access to it.
PLEASE PRAY for Father Kevin, Ann Bright, Kathleen Campbell, Colette Connolly, Jean Fahy, Olwyn Heyes, JH, Veronica Sowerby and Paul Spragg, who are sick and for all whose anniversaries occur about this time.
Walkers are invited to join a group of ‘Perpetual Pilgrims’ on their PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM. You can walk from Wombwell to Sheffield on Monday 14th September or from Sheffield to Padley on Tuesday 15th September. For more details, visit www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/pilgrimages/.
There are blank READING, WELCOMING AND TEA/COFFEE ROTAS in the narthex. Please sign up for some dates. Any new volunteers would be very welcome.
40 DAYS FOR LIFE begins on Wednesday 23rd September. Join other Christians in praying for an end to abortion in our community. If you would like to join, please call 07368297872.
As part of the Season of Creation, Mother of God Church will be showing the ‘PEOPLE’S EMERGENCY BRIEFING’ film at 3pm and 7pm on Sunday 27th September. Everyone is welcome.
There will be a service for the BLESSING OF ANIMALS at 3pm on Saturday 3rd October at St Francis Church. It will last for about 40 minutes. All kind of animals (pets) are welcome. This is the eve of the feast day for St Francis of Assisi and the service is based around the care he had for all creation and especially animals. It will include prayers and the blessing of all the animals at the service.
Saturday 3rd October will mark 800 years since the death of St Francis of Assisi. His feast day is Sunday 4th October and we will celebrate this by having our PARISH DAY WITH A SHARED LUNCH. After Mass we will have a short presentation on what the PPC are doing about the results of the Parish Survey, and then have a discussion over lunch. Please bring: a) enough food for your party PLUS some to share and b) something to donate to the S2 Food Bank (any non-perishable groceries). Why not persuade a friend, perhaps someone who used to come to St Francis, to come as well?
ROCK FOR REFUGE MUSIC EVENT. The Grand Plan band, featuring members from our very own St Francis music group, will be playing an evening of live music in aid of Sheffield asylum seekers charity, ASSIST from 7:30pm until late on Saturday 3rd October at Hagglers Corner. Upbeat rock, pop, R&B and soul, from the 60s to 00s. Dance, groove, and show your support for those in need of a safe place to call home. Tickets are £11 and are available from https://wegottickets.com/f/24273.
The ‘PRISONS: A VINCENTIAN VISION FOR THE FUTURE’ conference will be held from 10am to 4pm on Saturday 10th October at St Michael’s, Wombwell. See the poster in narthex for more details. Please email prisonwork@svp.org.uk to book a place.
ADOREMUS 2026, the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage and Congress will be on Saturday 10th October in London. For more details, visit www.cbcew.org.uk/adoremus-2026/.
WOMEN TOGETHER IN HALLAM will meet at 12 noon on Saturday 10th October at the Hallam Pastoral Centre. See the poster in the Narthex for more details. If you would like to attend, please complete the form at https://bit.ly/4cXweqU.
St Peter In Chains, Doncaster is hosting a DAY OF PRAYER from 10am to 3pm on Saturday 24th October. To book a place, please contact hailfullofgrace2026@gmail.com.
The HALLAM BETHLEHEM BALL in support of the Bethlehem Care and Hospice Trust will be on Saturday 14th  November at The Royal Victoria Hotel. Tickets are £47.50 each. The evening will include dinner, live music, tombola, raffle and an auction. Visit https://bethlehemcareandhospicetrust.org/ for more details about the Bethlehem Care and Hospice Trust. Email trustee@bcandht.org for tickets. Raffle tickets are available from Bernie or Anne Shepherd.
The S2 FOODBANK are now providing a hot lunchtime meal on Wednesday, an evening meal on Thursday and breakfast on Sunday, all on a pay what you can afford basis. Run by volunteers who use the S2 Foodbank, it demonstrates how people in the community support each other. Any donations you make show how we in the wider community want to give support. Please leave items in the trolley in the Narthex.
The ST VINCENT DE PAUL FURNITURE STORE collects and redistributes unwanted furniture and household items without charge to people who are disadvantaged because of poverty, deprivation and other circumstances. If you have any items to donate or wish to make a cash donation to support their work, please phone 2703990 between 9am and 3pm or visit www.svp.org.uk/sheffield-furniture-store.
Hallam Youth will be joining other dioceses on a pilgrimage to Seoul for WORLD YOUTH DAY from 1st to 10th August 2027. Those aged 18 or over are invited. The cost will be £1270 (excluding flights). For more details, contact youth@hallam-diocese.com.
When a Catholic is admitted to hospital, they should be recorded as Catholic on their medical records and the HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS, Fr Andrew, Sr Anne and Sr Helen, should be notified at the Chaplaincy Office on 2715485 or sth.chaplaincy@nhs.net.
The MASS READINGS for this Sunday are:
· Sirach 27: 30 - 28: 7
· Psalm 103
· Romans 14: 7-9
· Matthew 18: 21-35
SCRIPTURE NOTE:
This is a favourite theme of Matthew, continuing and concluding Jesus’ teaching that forgiveness is the life’s-blood of any Christian community. We cannot live together without upsetting one another, unwittingly, or even deliberately. So forgiveness is the vital step. So important is this matter of forgiveness that two consecutive Sunday gospels are devoted to it. It expands and stresses our petition in the Lord’s Prayer, ‘Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive others.’ The importance of this petition was already underlined by Matthew; it is the only petition of the Lord’s Prayer to which he adds at the end a confirmatory saying of Jesus. Like so many of Matthew’s parables, this one about a king and his servants revolves round contrasting characters, the ‘goodie’ and the ‘baddie’ (wedding-guests and guest without a wedding-garment; the two who use their talents and the one who hides it; the girls with and without oil for their lamps; the sheep and the goats; and here, the generous king and the ungenerous servant). There is also a contrast between the two sums of money which is deliberately fantastic: the first slave owes the equivalent of millions of dollars, a sum no private person could ever repay, let alone a slave; it is more than a year’s tax for a whole province. The second owes the couple of months’ wages of a casual labourer.
Is there anyone you cannot forgive? Do you start the forgiveness-process, or wait for the other party? What is the best way to show forgiveness?
REFLECTION  The call to forgive
How can I love my spouse and bring life? We are called to set aside resentment, to listen gently to our beloved, seeking understanding. In today’s gospel the servant who is forgiven refuses to forgive the man who owes him. God forgives us everything, but are we willing to let go of the hurts we have experienced via our spouse?
PARISH PRAYER
Heavenly Father, pour down on our Church your Holy Spirit, the fire of your love. Give us the courage, the wisdom and the faith to be salt for the earth and light for the world.
Help us to build warm and welcoming communities of faith in our families, our neighbourhoods, our Parish. May we carry the Good News by word and action into all our environments, especially those which are hostile and hurting.
Together with Mary, the first evangeliser we entrust all our efforts into the care of the Divine Spirit, who fills and renews the face of the earth. 	Amen.
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