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SUNDAY MASS is at 11am each week. There is also Mass on Wednesday and Morning Prayer on Friday, both at 10am.
Anyone wishing to spend time in PERSONAL PRAYER in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel should contact the office on 2630383 to arrange a time.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (CONFESSION) is available at St William’s at 10:30am on Friday and 11am on Saturday.
A basket will be passed around during Mass for the OFFERTORY COLLECTION. Alternatively, you can make your offertory donation directly to:
· Account name: Diocese of Hallam St Francis Sheffield
· Sort Code: 40-41-07.
· Account Number: 21094343
If you would like to Gift Aid your offering, contact Richard McQuinn at richard_mcquinn@yahoo.co.uk.
Fairtrade TEA, COFFEE AND BISCUITS are available in the Assisi Hall after Sunday Mass.
WEEKDAY SERVICES (all at 10am)
Monday	17th	
Tuesday	18th	
Wednesday	19th	Mass
Thursday	20th	
Friday	21st	Morning Prayer
PLEASE PRAY for Father Kevin, Ann Bright, Kathleen Campbell, Colette Connolly, Jean Fahy, Olwyn Heyes, JH, Veronica Sowerby and Paul Spragg, who are sick and for all whose anniversaries occur about this time.
The POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION for August is evangelization in the city. Let us pray that in large cities often marked by anonymity and loneliness we find new ways to proclaim the gospel, discovering creative paths to build community.
Drivers are needed to take Father Craig back to St William's after Mass every Sunday. If you can help, please contact ekaltenthaler@hotmail.com to join the DRIVER'S ROTA.
Bishop Marcus has accepted the RESIGNATION OF FATHER KEVIN. Father Craig Fitzpatrick is the new Parish Administrator until the Bishop is able to officially appoint him as Parish Priest.
The BOOK SALE in the Assisi Hall will continue until the end of August. Suggested donations £1 for paperbacks, £2 for hardbacks and 50p for children’s books. All proceeds will go to St Wilfrid’s Centre.
There are still some spaces on the WELCOMING, TEA/COFFEE AND READING ROTAS in the narthex. New volunteers would be very welcome.
There will be a HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE (Adoration) after the 10am Mass on Saturday 29th August at Mother of God Church.
The annual MARCH FOR LIFE will be on Saturday 5th September in London. For more information, visit www.marchforlife.co.uk/. To book a place on the Sheffield coach, ring Rachel on 07368 297872.
A group of ‘Perpetual Pilgrims’ will follow St Mark’s Way via St Marie’s Cathedral and the Padley Martyrs Chapel, then east on St Luke’s Way, to arrive in Walsingham on 26th September for the Leeds and Middlesbrough Joint Diocesan PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM. Walkers are invited to join any stage of the route as ‘Day Pilgrims’. For more information, visit www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/pilgrimages/.
There will be a CELEBRATION MASS FOR MARRIED LIFE at 12:30pm on Saturday 19th September at St Marie’s Cathedral. Newly married couples and those celebrating a special wedding anniversary this year are invited. For more details, contact formation-mission@hallam-diocese.com.
St Peter In Chains, Doncaster is hosting a DAY OF PRAYER from 10am to 3pm on Saturday 24th October. The day begins with Adoration, Benediction and Confession, followed by Mass. In the afternoon, there will be Reflections and a Rosary led by the Irish singer Dana. A nine week novena in preparation for the day begins on Saturday 22nd August. To book a place, contact hailfullofgrace2026@gmail.com.
School holidays are a particularly difficult time for parents on low incomes who have to provide an additional meal for their children each day. Could you help with the provision of some staple goods such as cereal, tinned meat, tuna, jam, marmalade, or long life milk for the S2 FOOD BANK. Any donations can be left in the trolley in the narthex.
Supplies at the St Wilfrid’s Centre can get low at this time of year so please donate more TEA, COFFEE, SUGAR or HOT CHOCOLATE.
VOLUNTEERING BY DRIVING: there are a number of ways in which drivers can volunteer with local organisations. Using your own car, you could drive for Woodhouse Community Forum, getting older and isolated people to and from activities, or you could drive for Sheffield Action on Plastic, delivering and collecting reusable cups. If you are willing to learn to drive a minibus, both Transport 17 and Manor Community Transport are looking for people to help with getting people to lunch clubs. These opportunities and many others can be found at www.sheffieldvolunteercentre.org.uk.
During the school holidays the demand for the furniture and household items that ST VINCENT DE PAUL provide often increases. On a recent Monday morning, they came in to 37 new requests for help. Right now, they are in need of small electrical items in good working order - toasters, kettles, microwaves, air fryers, slow cookers, lamps and irons. You can ring SVP on 2703990 to arrange to drop items off at the Queens Road warehouse or contact Sarah Lynch in our parish at sarahlynch17@me.com to arrange a handover at Mass.
ENCOUNTER SCHOOL OF MINISTRY will begin in September. It is a two-year training journey designed to teach, equip, and activate believers to demonstrate the love of God through the power of the Holy Spirit. For more details, visit encounterschool.org/sheffield.
At least 220 people have died and more than 2,500 were injured in the earthquake that struck Colombia on Monday 10th August. CAFOD has sent £100,000 from their emergency fund to partners in Colombia. To help them  respond immediately when a crisis strikes, please donate to their EMERGENCY RESPONSE FUND at https://bit.ly/4hziLZG 
The Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill is back in the House of Commons and seeks to legalise ASSISTED SUICIDE. It will have its second reading and vote on Friday 11th September. Please write to your MP to oppose the Bill. For more information, visit https://righttolife.org.uk/Sept11vote.
When a Catholic is admitted to hospital, they should be recorded as Catholic on their medical records and the HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS, Fr Andrew, Sr Anne and Sr Helen, should be notified at the Chaplaincy Office on 2715485 or sth.chaplaincy@nhs.net.
The Diocese is recruiting a full-time CHORAL DIRECTOR to work in Catholic primary schools. For more details, email cedge@hallam-diocese.com.
The MASS READINGS for this week are:
· Revelation 11: 19, 12: 1-6,10
· Psalm 45
· 1 Corinthians 15: 20-27
· Luke 1: 39-56
SCRIPTURE NOTE
The core of this gospel reading is Mary’s canticle of thanksgiving for God’s gifts to her. It is, however, fitting that, on the Feast of the bodily Assumption of Mary, it should begin with her bodily attention to the bodily needs of her elderly relative. With her own baby on the way, she would have plenty of other priorities, making her long journey a real act of kindness. Her canticle, sung daily in the liturgy of Evening Prayer, sums up God’s faithfulness to his promises, focussed on his gifts to this simple peasant girl. It combines a wonderful sense of the holiness of God with warmth of gratitude, showing the thoughts that revolved constantly in Mary’s mind. As is fitting in the mouth of a girl whose only knowledge of books was the Bible, Mary’s song is a texture of scriptural phrases. We cannot assume that Luke wrote it down at Mary’s dictation, for putting words in the mouth of his characters is a feature of Luke the historian; but it must reflect her thinking. If any theme resounds again and again throughout the Bible, it is God’s care for the poor, for the simple and for those in need. It is this which sets the Hebraeo-Christian tradition apart from the ways of the world.
What was Mary thinking as she walked to Elizabeth’s home and back again? How may we in our daily lives show gratitude and give praise to God?
REFLECTION
We are exalted
Today we celebrate that Jesus exalted his mother in special way. As married couples we too can take heart from Mary. Although everything will be changed by the death of one of us, it is not the end! Nothing of our love for each other will be lost, but, as the Lord promised, will be made glorious in heaven.
PARISH PRAYER
Heavenly Father, pour down on our Church your Holy Spirit, the fire of your love. Give us the courage, the wisdom and the faith to be salt for the earth and light for the world.
Help us to build warm and welcoming communities of faith in our families, our neighbourhoods, our Parish. May we carry the Good News by word and action into all our environments, especially those which are hostile and hurting.
Together with Mary, the first evangeliser we entrust all our efforts into the care of the Divine Spirit, who fills and renews the face of the earth.
Amen.
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