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SUNDAY MASS is at 11am each week. There is also Mass on Wednesday and Morning Prayer on Friday, both at 10am.
Anyone wishing to spend time in PERSONAL PRAYER in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel should contact the office on 2630383 to arrange a time.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (CONFESSION) is available at St William’s at 10:30am on Friday and 11am on Saturday.
A basket will be passed around during Mass for the OFFERTORY COLLECTION. Alternatively, you can make your offertory donation directly to:
· Account name: Diocese of Hallam St Francis Sheffield
· Sort Code: 40-41-07.
· Account Number: 21094343
If you would like to Gift Aid your offering, contact Richard McQuinn at richard_mcquinn@yahoo.co.uk.
Fairtrade TEA, COFFEE AND BISCUITS are available in the Assisi Hall after Sunday Mass.
WEEKDAY SERVICES (all at 10am)
Monday	31st	
Tuesday	1st	
Wednesday	2nd	Mass
Thursday	3rd	
Friday	4th	Morning Prayer
PLEASE PRAY for Father Kevin, Ann Bright, Kathleen Campbell, Colette Connolly, Jean Fahy, Olwyn Heyes, JH, Veronica Sowerby and Paul Spragg, who are sick and for all whose anniversaries occur about this time.
Adrian from AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED thanks everyone for welcoming him to our Parish last Sunday. Anyone who missed the collection can still donate this Sunday. Find out more about their work at https://acnuk.org/.
Last Sunday, a LETTER FROM BISHOP MARCUS regarding the future of the Dioceses of Hallam, Leeds and Middlesborough was read out at Mass. You can read it at www.stfrancisrc-sheffield.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/pastoral_letter.pdf.
There will be a collection next Sunday for the NEEDY PARISHES FUND.
The BOOK SALE in the Assisi Hall will end this week. All proceeds to St Wilfrid’s Centre.
ADOREMUS 2026, the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage and Congress will be on Saturday 10th October in London. The Diocese is coordinating travel for delegates and will provide a subsidy towards transport costs. If you would like to attend, please register your interest at contact@hallam-diocese.com by MONDAY 31ST AUGUST.
The SEASON OF CREATION begins on Tuesday 1st September. This year, Pope Leo urges all people to turn away from war and environmental destruction, beating "swords into ploughshares" (Isaiah 2:4) through a conversion of heart that brings healing to the human family and the earth. You can read Pope Leo’s message for the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation at https://cafod.org.uk/news/uk-news/celebrate-world-day-of-prayer.
CHILDREN'S LITURGY will be back on Sunday 6th September. It is for children up to age 8 to help them understand the gospel more fully. It takes place in the Upper Room and they return to Mass during the Offertory. Please can one parent accompany their child. It is run by parents so please consider joining the rota. For more information, speak to Jen or Stuart Benzies.
There will be COMMUNITY LITTER PICKS on:
· Saturday 5th September in Crosspool - meet outside Spar at 10am.
· Saturday 12th September in Lodge Moor - meet on the green near the shops at 9.45am.
A group of ‘Perpetual Pilgrims’ will follow St Mark’s Way via St Marie’s Cathedral and Padley Chapel on a PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM. Walkers are invited to join them as ‘Day Pilgrims’ walking from Wombwell to Sheffield on Monday 14th September or from Sheffield to Padley on Tuesday 15th September. Visit www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/pilgrimages/ for more details.
There will be a CELEBRATION MASS FOR MARRIED LIFE at 12:30pm on Saturday 19th September at St Marie’s Cathedral. Newly married couples and anyone celebrating a special wedding anniversary this year are invited. If you would like to take part, please complete the application form at https://bit.ly/4zXTcs2 and return it to bishop.secretary@dioceseofleeds.org.uk by Friday 4th September.
ROCK FOR REFUGE MUSIC EVENT. The Grand Plan band, featuring members from our very own St Francis music group, will be playing an evening of live music in aid of Sheffield asylum seekers charity, ASSIST from 7:30pm until late on Saturday 3rd October at Hagglers Corner. Upbeat rock, pop, R&B and soul, from the 60s to 00s. Dance, groove, and show your support for those in need of a safe place to call home. Tickets are £11 and are available from https://wegottickets.com/f/24273.
The ‘PRISONS: A VINCENTIAN VISION FOR THE FUTURE’ conference will be held from 10am to 4pm on Saturday 10th October at St Michael’s, Wombwell. See the poster in narthex for more details. Please email prisonwork@svp.org.uk to book a place.
St Peter In Chains, Doncaster is hosting a DAY OF PRAYER from 10am to 3pm on Saturday 24th October. To book a place, please contact hailfullofgrace2026@gmail.com.
The JOHN BRADBURNE PILGRIMAGE will be on Saturday 12th June 2027. The day begins with Mass at 10am at St John the Evangelist Church, Skirwith, followed by an 8‑mile hill walk from Dufton to High Cup Nick, with refreshments afterwards in Skirwith Village Hall. Visit www.johnbradburne.com for more information or email info@johnbradburne.com to register your interest.
Hallam Youth will be joining other dioceses on a pilgrimage to Seoul for WORLD YOUTH DAY from 1st to 10th August 2027. Those aged 18 or over are invited. The cost will be £1270 (excluding flights). For more details, contact youth@hallam-diocese.com.
The S2 FOOD BANK thanks everyone for their recent donations.
The Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill seeks to legalise ASSISTED SUICIDE. It will have its second reading and vote on Friday 11th September. Please write to your MP to oppose the Bill. For more information, visit https://righttolife.org.uk/Sept11vote.
When a Catholic is admitted to hospital, they should be recorded as Catholic on their medical records and the HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS, Fr Andrew, Sr Anne and Sr Helen, should be notified at the Chaplaincy Office on 2715485 or sth.chaplaincy@nhs.net.
The MASS READINGS for this Sunday are:
· Jeremiah 20: 7-9
· Psalm 63
· Romans 12: 1-2
· Matthew 16: 21-27
SCRIPTURE NOTE:
What a turn-around! Last Sunday Peter was being congratulated on at last realising the Jesus was the Christ. He was promised the keys and authority to make decisions valid in heaven. Now Jesus shoos him away and tells him that he is Satan, the Tempter. Why the change? Jesus had told Peter that his role as Christ Messiah was to suffer and die in order to achieve his purpose, and Peter shied away from it. What is that particular soft option which you find it so easy to take? What is the difficult task Christ is asking of you, and you are avoiding? We are no better than his first disciples! It happens twice more in the gospel that Jesus foretells his passion and each time the disciples simply fail to understand. Each time Jesus puts it bluntly that you cannot be a Christian without following Jesus in carrying a Cross. We see people suffering the whole time, physical disabilities, breakdown of relationships, heartless treatment from others, financial worries – and then we grouse at a twinge of pain or a hurtful word. Carry the Cross behind Jesus? Yes, of course I will, but if you don’t mind, I’ll just take that section which is well padded and fits my shoulder nicely. No point in unnecessary splinters in my neck!
What is the heaviest Cross in your life? How can you share it with Jesus?
REFLECTION  The ‘sign’ of growth is change
St Paul urges us to think of God’s mercy and change the way we behave so that the will of God is visible in us. As husbands and wives we can help each other in this endeavour, so that a renewed and deeper love is revealed in our relationship and, in turn, reflected out to our family, friends and community.
PARISH PRAYER
Heavenly Father, pour down on our Church your Holy Spirit, the fire of your love. Give us the courage, the wisdom and the faith to be salt for the earth and light for the world.
Help us to build warm and welcoming communities of faith in our families, our neighbourhoods, our Parish. May we carry the Good News by word and action into all our environments, especially those which are hostile and hurting.
Together with Mary, the first evangeliser we entrust all our efforts into the care of the Divine Spirit, who fills and renews the face of the earth.
Amen.
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