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Fr Craig will say SUNDAY MASS at 11am.
A basket will be passed around during Mass for the OFFERTORY COLLECTION. Alternatively, you can make your offertory donation directly to:
· Account name: Diocese of Hallam St Francis Sheffield
· Sort Code: 40-41-07.
· Account Number: 21094343
If you would like to Gift Aid your offering, contact Richard McQuinn at richard_mcquinn@yahoo.co.uk.
Fairtrade TEA, COFFEE AND BISCUITS are available in the Assisi Hall after Sunday Mass.
There will be MASS EVERY WEDNESDAY at 10am in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. There is also Mass at 10am on Tuesday and Friday at St William’s.
The office of MORNING PRAYER will be celebrated at 10am every Friday in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. All are welcome.
Anyone wishing to spend time in PERSONAL PRAYER in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel should contact the office on 2630383 to arrange a time.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (CONFESSION) is available at St William’s at 10:30am on Friday and 11am on Saturday.
WEEKDAY SERVICES (all at 10am)
Monday	27th	
Tuesday	28th	
Wednesday	29th	Mass
Thursday	30th	
Friday	31st	Morning Prayer
Drivers are needed to take Father Craig back to St William's after Mass every Sunday. If you are able to help with this and would like to join the DRIVER'S ROTA, please contact ekaltenthaler@hotmail.com as soon as possible.
PLEASE PRAY for Father Kevin, Ann Bright, Kathleen Campbell, Colette Connolly, Jean Fahy, Olwyn Heyes, JH, Veronica Sowerby and Paul Spragg, who are sick and for all whose anniversaries occur about this time.
Today is the WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY. The theme this year is: “I will not forget you” (Isaiah 49:15). It serves as a message of consolation, assuring elderly individuals that God's love never fades, even in the midst of the physical and emotional frailties of old age.
There will be a BOOK SALE in the Assisi Hall until the end of August. All monies raised will be donated to St Wilfrid’s Centre. Suggested donations £1 for paperbacks, £2 for hardbacks and 50p for children’s books. Donations of books would be very welcome.
The minutes of the last PARISH COUNCIL meeting are on the parish website at www.stfrancisrc-sheffield.org.uk/parish-council/minutes.
The September edition of the ST FRANCIS CHRONICLE will be given out at Mass on Sunday. You can also read it online at www.stfrancisrc-sheffield.org.uk/newsletter/.
There will be COMMUNITY LITTER PICKS on:
· Saturday 1st August in Crosspool - meet outside Spar at 10am.
· Saturday 8th August in Lodge Moor - meet on the green near the shops at 9.45am.
The annual MARCH FOR LIFE will be on Saturday 5th September in London. For more information, visit www.marchforlife.co.uk/. To book a place on the Sheffield coach, email 40dforlsheffield@gmail.com.
There will be a CELEBRATION MASS FOR MARRIED LIFE at 12:30pm on Saturday 19th September at St Marie’s Cathedral. Bishop Marcus will preside at the Mass for newly married couples and those celebrating their 10th, 25th, 40th, 50th, 60th and 70th wedding anniversaries this calendar year. See the Hallam Bridge for more details.
ENCOUNTER SCHOOL OF MINISTRY will begin in September. It is a two-year training journey rooted in long-term discipleship, designed to teach, equip, and activate believers to demonstrate the love of God through the power of the Holy Spirit. For more information, visit encounterschool.org/sheffield.
School holidays are a particularly difficult time for parents on low incomes who have to provide an additional meal for their children each day. Could you help with the provision of some staple goods such as cereal, tinned meat, tuna, jam, marmalade, or long life milk for the S2 FOOD BANK. Any donations can be left in the trolley in the narthex.
On Wednesday 24th June, two earthquakes struck Venezuela within seconds of each other. Buildings collapsed in minutes, leaving widespread destruction across the country. Please donate to the DEC VENEZUELA EARTHQUAKE APPEAL at https://cafod.org.uk/Venezuela.
St Mary’s Catholic High School in Chesterfield is looking for a LAY CHAPLAIN to start in September. For more details and an application form, visit www.st-maryshigh.derbyshire.sch.uk.
The Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill is back in the House of Commons and seeks to legalise ASSISTED SUICIDE. It will have its second reading and vote on Friday 11th September. Please write to your MP to oppose the Bill. For more information, visit https://righttolife.org.uk/Sept11vote.
[bookmark: _Hlk131435277]Visit www.humandevelopment.va/en/magnifica-humanitas/risorse.html for resources to help you explore and understand Pope Leo XIV’s Encyclical MAGNIFICA HUMANITAS.
There are still some spaces on the WELCOMING, TEA/COFFEE AND READING ROTAS in the narthex. New volunteers would be very welcome. The reading rota includes a column to opt out of reading the notices at the end of Mass.
VOLUNTEERING WITH OLDER PEOPLE. There are several charities working with the elderly who are looking for volunteers. Walking group volunteers are needed for an Age UK group at Forge Dam from 2pm to 4pm on the second and fourth Tuesdays each month. Age UK are also looking for volunteers for a coffee morning in Fulwood from 9am to 12:30pm on the second and fourth Tuesdays each month and in Hillsborough from 9:30am to 12:30pm on Thursdays. A dementia care cafe in Burngreave is looking for people to chat with guests on various dates. A minibus service in Sheffield is looking for assistants to help passengers and the Cycling Without Age Tri-Bike pilot is looking for cyclists to take passengers out for a spin on a specially adapted battery assisted tri-bike. For more details of any of these opportunities, visit www.sheffieldvolunteercentre.org.uk/.
When a Catholic is admitted to hospital, they should be recorded as Catholic on their medical records and the HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS, Fr Andrew, Sr Anne and Sr Helen, should be notified at the Chaplaincy Office on 2715485 or sth.chaplaincy@nhs.net.
The MASS READINGS for this Sunday are:
· 1 Kings 3 : 5-12
· Psalm 119
· Romans 8: 28-30
· Matthew 13: 44-52
SCRIPTURE NOTE:
St Matthew presents us this week with three final pictures from his collection of Jesus’ images about the Christian community. Matthew likes pairs of parables: the dragnet pairs with last week’s darnel-parable, the treasure pairs with the pearl. The Kingdom is an exciting and unexpected treasure which can change our whole life; it’s like winning the pools or the lottery except that God’s gifts change us only for the good and fill our lives with meaning and joy. Of course we know that God’s call is demanding: you’ve got to pay a price for the field in which the treasure lies or for the genuine pearl found in a junk-shop! The very last picture, the householder bringing down different food packets, pots and jars off the shelf, is encouraging too: some are old favourites (perhaps like the Christian values and prayers which we inherited from our families), but some add new flavours too, which we have discovered or been taught ourselves. If we listen, the Spirit is always there to show us new ways of living out our Christian calling, revealing to us an opportunity for prayer or help or service. This ‘householder’ is often thought to be Matthew’s secret signature for himself: he brings out old and new in the Christian message.
How can we learn new ways of living out our Christian calling?
REFLECTION  Discover what loving really means
Instead of praying for `treasure’, King Solomon prayed for wisdom ‘to discern good from evil’. When discerning what ‘loving’ really means, you find ‘hidden treasure’ in these weekly reflections on Scripture. They will also help you to discover the ‘hidden treasure’ in each other. Sharing this, you sow ‘seeds’ of love in the minds and hearts of others.
PARISH PRAYER
Heavenly Father, pour down on our Church your Holy Spirit, the fire of your love. Give us the courage, the wisdom and the faith to be salt for the earth and light for the world.
Help us to build warm and welcoming communities of faith in our families, our neighbourhoods, our Parish. May we carry the Good News by word and action into all our environments, especially those which are hostile and hurting.
Together with Mary, the first evangeliser we entrust all our efforts into the care of the Divine Spirit, who fills and renews the face of the earth.
Amen.
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