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Fr Craig Fitzpatrick will say SUNDAY MASS at the usual time of 11am.
There will be MASS EVERY WEDNESDAY at 10am in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. There is also Mass at 10am on Tuesday and Friday at St William’s.
Anyone wishing to spend time in PERSONAL PRAYER in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel should contact the office on 2630383 to arrange a time.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (CONFESSION) is available at St William’s at 10:30am on Friday and 11am on Saturday.
A basket will be passed around during Mass for the OFFERTORY COLLECTION. Alternatively, you can make your offertory donation directly to:
· Account name: Diocese of Hallam St Francis Sheffield
· Sort Code: 40-41-07.
· Account Number: 21094343
If you would like to Gift Aid your offering, contact Richard McQuinn at richard_mcquinn@yahoo.co.uk.
Fairtrade TEA, COFFEE AND BISCUITS are available in the Assisi Hall after Sunday Mass.
The POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION for July is respect for human life. Let us pray for the respect and protection of human life in all its stages, recognizing it as a gift from God.
PLEASE PRAY for Father Kevin, Ann Bright, Kathleen Campbell, Colette Connolly, Jean Fahy, Olwyn Heyes, JH, Veronica Sowerby and Paul Spragg, who are sick and for all whose anniversaries occur about this time.
Seafarers and fishers play a vital role in all of our lives, but they often work in difficult, hazardous conditions. SEA SUNDAY is Sunday 12th July. It is when the Church prays for all those who live and work at sea. Your support will make a big difference to seafarers and fishers in need. There is a basket in the narthex for your donations to Stella Maris (formerly Apostleship of the Sea) or you can donate online at www.stellamaris.org.uk/donate. Thank you.
The final edition of the HALLAM BRIDGE is available at https://hallam-diocese.com/bridge/. The first edition of its replacement will be available in October.
[bookmark: _Hlk131435277]Visit www.humandevelopment.va/en/magnifica-humanitas/risorse.html to find resources to help you explore and understand Pope Leo XIV’s Encyclical MAGNIFICA HUMANITAS.
There are still many spaces on the WELCOMING, TEA/COFFEE AND READING ROTAS in the narthex. New volunteers would be very welcome. The reading rota includes a column to opt out of reading the notices at the end of Mass.
Bishop Ralph will be celebrating his GOLDEN JUBILEE on the Friday 10th July at St Marie’s Cathedral. Any parishioner who would like to contribute to a gift for him can use the card reader in the Narthex.
The annual PADLEY PILGRIMAGE takes place on Sunday 12th July. Gather at Grindleford Station at 3pm for the Rosary procession. Mass at Padley Chapel is at 3.30pm. See the poster in the narthex for more details.
The next PARISH COUNCIL MEETING will be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 14th July. Any member of the Parish is welcome to attend. Please email mikejcampbell50@yahoo.co.uk if you have anything for discussion.
The DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM will be on Saturday 25th July. The coach will depart from the Crucible bus stop at 7am. The cost is £30 for adults and £15 for children. Contact: joseph.durham52@gmail.com for more details.
WE BELIEVE FESTIVAL OF CATHOLIC LIFE will run from Friday 24th to Monday 27th July at St Mary’s College, Oscott. Tickets and more information are available from www.webelievefestival.com.
The annual MARCH FOR LIFE will be on Saturday 5th September in London. For more information, visit www.marchforlife.co.uk/. To book a place on the coach, please email 40dforlsheffield@gmail.com.
There will be a CELEBRATION MASS FOR MARRIED LIFE at 12:30pm on Saturday 19th September at St Marie’s Cathedral. Bishop Marcus will preside at the Mass for newly married couples and those celebrating their 10th, 25th, 40th, 50th, 60th and 70th wedding anniversaries this calendar year. See the Hallam Bridge for more details.
When a Catholic is admitted to hospital, they should be recorded as Catholic on their medical records and the HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS, Fr Andrew, Sr Anne and Sr Helen, should be notified at the Chaplaincy Office on 2715485 or sth.chaplaincy@nhs.net.
The S2 FOOD BANK thanks you again for your generous contributions.
The MASS READINGS for 14th Sunday are:
· Zechariah 9: 9-10
· Psalm: 145
· Romans 8: 9, 11-13
· Matthew 11: 25-30
SCRIPTURE NOTE:
This much-loved and encouraging passage tells of the intimacy of the relationship between Father and Son in a way that no other passage of the synoptic gospels does. It is reminiscent of those passages in John 5 which unfold the equality of Father and Son: the Son does nothing but what he sees the Father doing; the Father loves the Son so that he entrusts all things to the Son; and the Son gives life just as the Father gives life. Then we read about the gentle invitation of the Son to all who are overburdened. The ‘yoke’ is often a symbol of the Law of Moses, which could seem burdensome with its many commands, though it was also valued as God’s revelation of himself to his own people in love. Christ is not a tyrannical master, but is a sympathetic, gentle and humble leader who shares his life with his followers. The ‘yoke’ or law of Christ is the interior impulse of the Spirit which we read more about in today’s second reading. It cannot be burdensome, since it is a joy to carry this ‘yoke’; it is a way of living with Christ and by his Spirit. Martyrs are subjected to physical pains, yet for them joy is a constant feature in the accounts of their martyrdom.
Do you ever feel you can’t cope? Do you ask Jesus for help? What does Jesus mean by his ‘yoke’? Do you find it comfortable?
REFLECTION
‘Yoked’ to Him we are not overburdened
A ‘yoke’ keeps oxen together when carrying a heavy load or ploughing a field. On the day you married you chose to be ‘yoked’ together ‘till death us do part’. The burdens of life can lower your spirits and create a barrier to intimacy in your relationship. Jesus says: “Stay ‘yoked’ to me and I will help you, however heavy the load.”
The MASS READINGS for 15th Sunday are:
· Isaiah 55: 10-11
· Psalm: 65
· Romans 8: 18-23
· Matthew 13: 1-23
SCRIPTURE NOTE:
Like any good teacher, Jesus uses pictures – or parables. Ever heard the one about the elephant and the wasp? Or electricity like a toy train going round a room? Anyway, for the next three weeks we have some of these pictures, to show us what Jesus is trying to do. This first one is rather sad. Whatever the sower does seems to fail: seed pecked up by birds, scorched by the sun, choked by thistles. What are my pecking birds, my scorching sun, my choking thistles which annihilate the seed Jesus sows in me? It’s probably different for every one of us. But some, just a little, of the seed bears a fantastic harvest. There must be something I can show to the Lord with pride and gratitude: ‘Look, this is the seed you gave me; it has grown, developed, and here is your harvest.’ Jesus, too, reflected on his mission to establish his Father’s sovereignty on earth. Jesus, too, may well have wondered if he was getting anywhere. It was only when he had failed utterly, alone, deserted and tortured, that his perseverance won the crown. Jesus doesn’t want the successful. He wants the failures as his followers – and that is where the harvest lies.
In Jesus’ story what is the seed? What prevents the seed reaching its full growth in me? In what way has the seed made me a better person?
REFLECTION
Listen to the person behind the words
The stony ground is when we are too engrossed in the telly, reading or working on the computer to listen to our partner. The thorny ground is where we disengage with such but not wanting real involvement, suggest a cuppa as a diversion. We are called to be fertile ground by real listening – hold hands, look in each other’s eyes.
PARISH PRAYER
Heavenly Father, pour down on our Church your Holy Spirit, the fire of your love. Give us the courage, the wisdom and the faith to be salt for the earth and light for the world.
Help us to build warm and welcoming communities of faith in our families, our neighbourhoods, our Parish. May we carry the Good News by word and action into all our environments, especially those which are hostile and hurting.
Together with Mary, the first evangeliser we entrust all our efforts into the care of the Divine Spirit, who fills and renews the face of the earth.
Amen.
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