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	THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
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Year C - Psalter week 3
(People of the Parish)

PENTECOST SUNDAY
SUNDAY 24TH MAY 2026
Year C - Psalter week 4
(People of the Parish)




SUNDAY MASS is at 11am each week. There is also Mass each weekday, normally at 10am. There is no Mass on Saturday.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (CONFESSION) is available on request. Contact Fr Kevin.
A basket will be passed around during Mass for the OFFERTORY COLLECTION. Alternatively, you can make your offertory donation directly to:
· Account name: Diocese of Hallam St Francis Sheffield
· Sort Code: 40-41-07.
· Account Number: 21094343
If you would like to Gift Aid your offering, contact Richard McQuinn at richard_mcquinn@yahoo.co.uk.
Fairtrade TEA, COFFEE AND BISCUITS are available in the Assisi Hall after Sunday Mass. Everybody is welcome.
The POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION for May is that everyone might have food. Let us pray that everyone, from large producers to small consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food, and to ensure that everyone has access to quality food.
PLEASE PRAY for Ann Bright, Kathleen Campbell, Colette Connolly, Jean Fahy, Olwyn Heyes, JH, Veronica Sowerby and Paul Spragg, who are sick and for all whose anniversaries occur about this time.
WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday	18th	10am	
Tuesday	19th	10am	St Dunstan
Wednesday	20th	2pm	Funeral
Thursday	21st	10am	
Friday	22nd	10am	St David
Monday	25th	10am	St Bede the Venerable
Tuesday	26th	10am	St Philip Neri
Wednesday	27th	10am	St Augustine of Canterbury
Thursday	28th	10am	Jesus Christ, Eternal High Priest
Friday	29th	10am	
Today is WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY. This year, the focus is on 'Preserving Human Voices and Faces' There is a basket in the narthex for donations to help the use of the media in evangelisation.
PARISH SURVEY FEEDBACK. The PPC have produced a document containing the results of last Autumn's parish survey, our analysis of which changes we can and cannot easily make, and how all parishioners can continue the conversations prompted by the feedback we received. Everyone is invited to read it, and to help us explore the topics it raises further.
Please consider signing up to join one of the conversations we are setting up, and/or providing any feedback/suggestions via our (anonymous) virtual suggestion box. Every contribution gives us a stronger mandate to focus our resources onto a particular area, and feedback is always welcome - no need to wait for another formal survey! The document itself and signup sheets are available in the narthex or online at https://linktr.ee/stfrancisrcsheffield. We hope to start planning the follow-on conversations in early June.
The minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING on Tuesday 12th May are available at www.stfrancisrc-sheffield.org.uk/parish-council/minutes/.
The DAY FOR LIFE at St Marie’s Cathedral has been postponed. A new date will be announced soon.
CATHOLIC LEGACY WEEK, from 24th to 30th May, is a time when Parishes and Catholic charities such as CAFOD celebrate the work made possible in the life of the Church through gifts in Wills. Find out more at https://cafod.org.uk/CatholicLegacyWeek.
There will be an AFTERNOON TEA from 12.30pm to 3pm on Thursday 28th May in the Assisi Hall. Please email Anne-Marie at stfafternoontea@gmail.com or phone 2630351 to book a place.
There will be a HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE (Adoration) after the 10am Mass on Saturday 30th May at Mother of God Church.
Carmel Care will be holding a 40TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION at 12 noon on Wednesday 3rd June at 172 Dykes Hall Road S6 4GS. Contact Janet Kent at jkent@hallam_diocese.com to book a place.
The OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE RELIC is visiting Mother of God Church at 10am on Saturday 6th June. If you want to take part in 33 days preparation for Total Consecration to Jesus through Mary, this begins on Monday 4th May. For more information, visit https://bit.ly/49kOYyL.
There will be COMMUNITY LITTER PICKS on:
· Saturday 6th June in Crosspool - meet outside Spar at 10am.
· Saturday 13th June in Lodge Moor - meet on the green near the shops at 9.45am.
Equipment will be provided.
There will be a CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION in Sheffield City Centre on Sunday 7th June, starting at 3pm from St Marie’s Cathedral.
Heart to Heart is a THREE-DAY RETREAT FOR WOMEN (single, married or religious) based on principles of Ignatian spirituality. It will take place from Friday 19th to Sunday 22nd June at Theodore House, Clitheroe. Visit https://bit.ly/4wvPJiv for more details.
YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 16 TO 18 are invited to join Bishop Ralph on his last pilgrimage to Lourdes with Hallam Diocese. It will run from Friday 26th June to Thursday 2nd July. There are 25 places available at a cost of £695 each. For more information, see the poster in the narthex or email youth@hallam-diocese.com.
The HALLAM LOURDES PILGRIMAGE will take place from Friday 26th June to Thursday 2nd July. The cost is £1010 flying from Leeds (including flight, 6 nights accommodation, full board and insurance). Booking forms are available at www.tangney-tours.com/hallam.
The DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM will be on Saturday 25th July. The coach will depart from the Crucible bus stop at 7am. The cost is £30 for adults and £15 for children. Contact: joseph.durham52@gmail.com for more details.
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY. When a Catholic is admitted to hospital, it is essential that they are recorded as Catholic on their medical records AND that the Catholic Chaplain, Fr Andrew or Sr Anne, are notified at the Chaplaincy Office on 2715485 or sth.chaplaincy@nhs.net.
CARE IN CROSSPOOL is a small charity that provides friendship and support to older, isolated people in Crosspool. We are looking for more volunteers to support our work. Please contact their office on 2670045 or careincrosspool@gmail.com or speak to Diane Rossiter after Sunday Mass for more information.
St Wilfrid's Centre 35TH ANNIVERSARY COASTERS are on sale at www.stwilfridscentre.org/online-shop/35th-anniversary-coasters. Pack of 6 for £5.
HURT BY ABORTION? Abortion impacts families and the wider community. Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat is a life-affirming charity that offers a healing ministry to anyone hurt by abortion. For more information, contact rachel@rachelsvineyard.org.uk.
The LIVE SIMPLY theme for April and May is FOOD WASTE. Globally about a third of food goes to waste. This is a massive burden on the environment, the climate and the economy. Meanwhile millions of people go hungry. See the display in the Narthex and www.stfrancisrc-sheffield.org.uk/livesimply/ for some ideas on what you can do. Thank you.
Every week, S2 FOOD BANK helps families and individuals who are struggling to put food on the table. They are short of tinned beans, pasta, rice, couscous, chickpeas, lentils, tea, coffee, sugar, toiletries, nappies and baby wipes. Remember that your donation isn't just a tin of beans - it's hope. It's dignity. It's showing someone they matter.
HALLAM, MIDDLESBROUGH AND LEEDS CONSULTATION. Pope Leo invites the faithful of the Dioceses of Hallam, Middlesbrough and Leeds to explore how we can work together in close collaboration with a view to a possible future union as one diocesan family. You are invited to read the Consultation Presentation and share your views by Friday 22nd May via the online questionnaire at https://forms.office.com/e/fDJRiRxJ25.
CAFOD are calling for action on the DEBT CRISIS. They are calling on the UK government to pass legislation to ensure private lenders can no longer make huge profits from countries struggling with unsustainable debts and to use the UK's presidency of the G20 in 2027 to fix the global debt system. You can sign their petition at https://cafod.org.uk/.
VOLUNTEERING without a regular commitment. www.sheffieldvolunteercentre.org.uk/ has many opportunities for volunteers who can’t make a regular weekly commitment.
· Free Cakes for Kids Sheffield are looking for people to bake birthday cakes for children who otherwise wouldn’t get one?
· Grimm & Co in Rotherham are looking for creative illustrators to bring children’s stories to life through drawing, digital art or graphics.
· Mary’s Meals need people to talk in schools and other settings to raise awareness of what they do.
· Support Dogs are looking for puppy socialisers to give a puppy a home, either for a few days/weeks or longer-term.
· Life After Crisis are looking for a social media volunteer to work remotely.
Don’t let your other commitments stop you giving your time for a good cause.
The April edition of the HALLAM BRIDGE is available at https://hallam-diocese.com/bridge/.
The MASS READINGS for 7th Sunday of Easter are:
· Acts 1: 12-14
· Psalm 27
· 1 Peter 4: 13-16
· John 17: 1-11
SCRIPTURE NOTE
The discourse of Jesus given by John after the Last Supper is of a special literary genre. It was a convention that the final instructions of a great leader for his future community should be gathered together in the context of a final meal. Jesus’ life and purpose is summed up in this great prayer. The discourse is shot through with the warmth of the relationship of Jesus to his Father and with the fact that Jesus came to do the will of the Father. But most striking of all is the stress on the glorification of Jesus. The earliest kerygma about the Resurrection, as we have it in Paul’s writings, is not about the empty tomb, but is about the glory of the risen Christ, that Christ is lifted up to his full participation in the divine glory of the Father. The hymn in Colossians puts him as first-born in creation and now first-born from the dead, so that he can be first in every way. Philippians declares that he must receive the homage of bending the knee in the worship due only to God. This is not blasphemy, for it is ‘to the glory of the Father’ that the Risen Christ should share in this glory. In a way this gospel reading is a meditation on the effects of the culmination of the Ascension for the Risen Christ.
What do we mean by the ‘Glory of Christ’?
REFLECTION
Filled with hope
Today’s readings tell us of the end and the beginning of something new and exciting in the life of the young Church. When we married, we were filled with both excitement and trepidation for our future together. But like the disciples, the Spirit of the risen Lord has been with us since we became “Little Church” on our wedding day.
PRAYER FOR WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY
O God, whose word is truth and in whose light we see light, guide those who tell the story of our times through word and image.
Make them seekers after truth and advocates of human dignity. Grant discernment to all who rely on their labours, and, as we confront the pain and promise of this world, awaken in us a sense of wonder at your presence and of longing for your peace.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever.
Amen

The MASS READINGS for Pentecost are:
· Acts 2: 1-11
· Psalm 104
· 1 Corinthians 12: 3-7, 12-13
· John 20: 19-23
SCRIPTURE NOTE
At first sight this is a surprising gospel reading for Pentecost, but of course the event of Pentecost came too late to be a subject for the gospels, and we read the account of another incident where the Risen Christ gave the Spirit to his disciples. There are two emphases in the account. The first is peace. Christ brings peace to his disciples with the double greeting of peace, and peace is a Christian watchword. Peace was the song of the angels at Jesus’ birth. Each of Paul’s letters opens with a greeting of peace. The letter to the Ephesians proclaims that Christ is our peace, the removal of all worry, strife, envy, jealousy, self-seeking ambition. ‘Go in peace’ is Jesus’ dismissal of those he cures, and also the dismissal at the end of Mass. Peace was Jesus’ bequest to his disciples after the Last Supper. The second watchword is forgiveness, for God was always known as a God of mercy and forgiveness, as Jesus came to show by his constant approach to sinners. But the Lord’s Prayer shows that if we do not ourselves forgive, we block God’s forgiveness of ourselves too.
‘Forgiveness is the only sure path to peace.’ Does this cause any difficulties? Which is more important to you, peace or forgiveness? Or are they the same?
REFLECTION
The Spirit works in all sorts of different ways
Years ago, on a Marriage Encounter weekend, we had a real experience of the Spirit working “in all sorts of different ways in different people”, not in Church documents, but in real life. We were like the disciples at Pentecost, “filled with joy when they saw the Lord”, and we heard our own native language, deep inside each of us.
PARISH PRAYER
Heavenly Father, pour down on our Church your Holy Spirit, the fire of your love. Give us the courage, the wisdom and the faith to be salt for the earth and light for the world.
Help us to build warm and welcoming communities of faith in our families, our neighbourhoods, our Parish. May we carry the Good News by word and action into all our environments, especially those which are hostile and hurting.
Together with Mary, the first evangeliser we entrust all our efforts into the care of the Divine Spirit, who fills and renews the face of the earth.
Amen.
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