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(People of the Parish)




SUNDAY MASS is at 11am each week. There is also Mass each weekday, normally at 10am. There is no Mass on Saturday.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (CONFESSION) is available on request. Contact Fr Kevin.
A basket will be passed around during Mass for the OFFERTORY COLLECTION. Alternatively, you can make your offertory donation directly to:
· Account name: Diocese of Hallam St Francis Sheffield
· Sort Code: 40-41-07.
· Account Number: 21094343
If you would like to Gift Aid your offering, contact Richard McQuinn at richard_mcquinn@yahoo.co.uk.
Fairtrade TEA, COFFEE AND BISCUITS are available in the Assisi Hall after Sunday Mass. Everybody is welcome.
The POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION for May is that everyone might have food. Let us pray that everyone, from large producers to small consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food, and to ensure that everyone has access to quality food.
PLEASE PRAY for Ann Bright, Kathleen Campbell, Colette Connolly, Jean Fahy, Olwyn Heyes, JH, Veronica Sowerby and Paul Spragg, who are sick and for all whose anniversaries occur about this time.
WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday	11th	10am	
Tuesday	12th	10am	
Wednesday	13th	10am	
Thursday	14th	12 noon	Ascension of the Lord
Friday	15th	10am	
The LIVESIMPLY GARDENING GROUP invite any children (with parents) to scatter seeds in our ‘small wildflower bed’ in the parish garden after Mass THIS SUNDAY. This is part of our commitment to ‘live sustainably with creation’. The wild flowers will add to the glorious border of established plants, all of which encourage the birds, bees and butterflies into the garden. Please join us. Any donations of wildflower seeds would be welcome.
Thursday 14th May is the solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord which is a HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION. Mass will be at 12 noon. There will also be Mass at 10am and 7:30pm at St William's.
Next Sunday, there will be a collection for the CATHOLIC COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK.
HALLAM, MIDDLESBROUGH AND LEEDS CONSULTATION. Pope Leo invites the faithful of the Dioceses of Hallam, Middlesbrough and Leeds to explore how we can work together in close collaboration with a view to a possible future union as one diocesan family. You are invited to read the Consultation Presentation and share your views by Friday 22nd May via the online questionnaire at https://forms.office.com/e/fDJRiRxJ25.
St Marie’s Cathedral are holding a DAY OF LIFE on Saturday 16th May. This is a day of prayer, talks and reflection celebrating, protecting and cherishing every human life. The day begins with Votive Mass at 12:30pm, followed by a programme of inspiring talks. See the poster in the narthex for more details.
There will be an AFTERNOON TEA from 12.30pm to 3pm on Thursday 28th May in the Assisi Hall. Please email Anne-Marie at stfafternoontea@gmail.com or phone 2630351 to book a place.
Carmel Care will be holding a 40TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION at 12 noon on Wednesday 3rd June at 172 Dykes Hall Road S6 4GS. Contact Janet Kent at jkent@hallam_diocese.com to book a place.
The OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE RELIC is visiting Mother of God Church at 10am on Saturday 6th June. If you want to take part in 33 days preparation for Total Consecration to Jesus through Mary, this begins on Monday 4th May. For more information, visit https://bit.ly/49kOYyL.
The HALLAM LOURDES PILGRIMAGE will take place from Friday 26th June to Thursday 2nd July. The cost is £1010 flying from Leeds (including flight, 6 nights accommodation, full board and insurance). Booking forms are available at www.tangney-tours.com/hallam.
The DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM will be on Saturday 25th July. The coach will depart from the Crucible bus stop at 7am. The cost is £30 for adults and £15 for children. Contact: joseph.durham52@gmail.com for more details.
The LIVE SIMPLY theme for April and May is FOOD WASTE. Globally about a third of food goes to waste. This is a massive burden on the environment, the climate and the economy. Meanwhile millions of people go hungry. See the display in the Narthex and www.stfrancisrc-sheffield.org.uk/livesimply/ for some ideas on what you can do. Thank you.
VOLUNTEERING without a regular commitment. www.sheffieldvolunteercentre.org.uk/ has many opportunities for volunteers who can’t make a regular weekly commitment.
· Free Cakes for Kids Sheffield are looking for people to bake birthday cakes for children who otherwise wouldn’t get one?
· Grimm & Co in Rotherham are looking for creative illustrators to bring children’s stories to life through drawing, digital art or graphics.
· Mary’s Meals need people to talk in schools and other settings to raise awareness of what they do.
· Support Dogs are looking for puppy socialisers to give a puppy a home, either for a few days/weeks or longer-term.
· Life After Crisis are looking for a social media volunteer to work remotely.
Don’t let your other commitments stop you giving your time for a good cause.
Every week, S2 FOOD BANK helps families and individuals who are struggling to put food on the table. They are short of tinned beans, pasta, rice, couscous, chickpeas, lentils, tea, coffee, sugar, toiletries, nappies and baby wipes. Remember that your donation isn't just a tin of beans - it's hope. It's dignity. It's showing someone they matter.
There are still some spaces on the READING, WELCOMING AND TEA/COFFEE ROTAS in the narthex. Please sign up. New volunteers welcome.
St. Wilfrid’s Centre offers food, clothes, and facilities for showers, friendship, recreation and training to the homeless and disadvantaged in our society. Once each month, St Francis Parish collects TEA, COFFEE, SUGAR AND HOT CHOCOLATE for delivery to the Centre. A box is available in the Narthex for your donations. Thank you.
The April edition of the HALLAM BRIDGE is available at https://hallam-diocese.com/bridge/.
ST WILFRID'S CENTRE PIN BADGES are on sale at www.stwilfridscentre.org/online-shop/st-wilfrids-centre-pin-badge for £2.50.
If you have any items for the FRANCISCAN, please e-mail them to pauljayne.middlemas@gmail.com. Thank you.
The MASS READINGS for this Sunday are:
· Acts 8: 5-8, 14-17
· Psalm 65
· 1 Peter 3:15-18
· John 14: 15-21
SCRIPTURE NOTE
Only in John’s Gospel is the Spirit whom the Father will send called the ‘Advocate’ or the ‘Paraclete’. Both names have the same derivation and the same meaning, but the former is from the Latin language, the latter from the Greek. It means someone ‘called to one’s side’ as a helper, principally as a defender in a lawsuit. The word ‘Paraclete’ also suggests comfort and strength, as implied in the quality ‘paraclesis’ or perseverance. In the discourse after the Last Supper, when Jesus is preparing his disciples for their future task, there are four separate sayings about the Paraclete. The Paraclete is sent both by Jesus and by the Father, but always from the Father’s side. The Paraclete, the Spirit of truth, will teach the disciples everything and lead them into all truth, witnessing to the Father. The Paraclete is ‘another Paraclete’, that is, other than Jesus, who will make Jesus present when Jesus is no longer physically with the disciples. The close link and interplay between these three figures (Father, Son and Spirit) gives us not only the beginnings of the theology of the Trinity, but also a lasting confidence that Jesus is never absent from his Church. With the guidance and patronage of the Paraclete the Church enters more and more deeply into the understanding of the divine mystery.
Why do we need a Paraclete to guide us?
Reflection: Open yourself to the guidance of the Paraclete. Allow the Paraclete to lead you further into the life of the Trinity.
REFLECTION Listen to Jesus within ourselves and within our partner
Jesus is in me and in you! In marriage we are especially called to honour that presence in our spouse every day. There may be times when we hurt each other or take each other for granted, leading to feelings of jealousy and resentment, often to arguments. At times like this the call is for forgiveness, for healing, for affirmation.
PARISH PRAYER
Heavenly Father, pour down on our Church your Holy Spirit, the fire of your love. Give us the courage, the wisdom and the faith to be salt for the earth and light for the world.
Help us to build warm and welcoming communities of faith in our families, our neighbourhoods, our Parish. May we carry the Good News by word and action into all our environments, especially those which are hostile and hurting.
Together with Mary, the first evangeliser we entrust all our efforts into the care of the Divine Spirit, who fills and renews the face of the earth.	Amen.
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