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(People of the Parish)




SUNDAY MASS is at 11am each week. There is also Mass each weekday, normally at 10am. There is no Mass on Saturday.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (CONFESSION) is available on request. Contact Fr Kevin.
A basket will be passed around during Mass for the OFFERTORY COLLECTION. Alternatively, you can make your offertory donation directly to:
· Account name: Diocese of Hallam St Francis Sheffield
· Sort Code: 40-41-07.
· Account Number: 21094343
If you would like to Gift Aid your offering, contact Richard McQuinn at richard_mcquinn@yahoo.co.uk.
Fairtrade TEA, COFFEE AND BISCUITS are available in the Assisi Hall after Sunday Mass.
The POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION for April is priests in crisis. Let us pray for priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation, that they may find the accompaniment they need and that communities may support them with understanding and prayer.
PLEASE PRAY for Ann Bright, Kathleen Campbell, Colette Connolly, Jean Fahy, Olwyn Heyes, JH, Andrew Sadowski, Veronica Sowerby and Paul Spragg, who are sick and for all whose anniversaries occur about this time.
WEEKDAY MASSES (all at 10am)
Monday	20th	
Tuesday	21s 	St Anselm
Wednesday	22nd	
Thursday	23rd	St George
Friday	24th	
Next Sunday, there will be a basket in the narthex for donations to the PRIEST’S TRAINING FUND.
There are still some spaces on the READING, WELCOMING AND TEA/COFFEE ROTAS in the narthex. Please sign up. New volunteers welcome.
The March edition of the HALLAM BRIDGE is available at https://hallam-diocese.com/bridge/.
HALLAM, MIDDLESBROUGH AND LEEDS CONSULTATION. Pope Leo invites the faithful of the Dioceses of Hallam, Middlesbrough and Leeds to explore how we can work together in close collaboration with a view to a possible future union as one diocesan family. You are invited to read the Consultation Presentation and share your views by Friday 22nd May via the online questionnaire at https://forms.office.com/e/fDJRiRxJ25.
ST VINCENT’S FURNITURE STORE are holding a fundraising dinner at 6:30pm on Saturday 18th April at the Steamworks. Tickets are £65 each and available from http://tinyurl.com/springandbloom.
The Centenary Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady and the RELICS OF SAINTS JACINTA AND FRANCISCO will visit St Marie’s Cathedral on Friday 24th and Saturday 25th April. Everyone is welcome. See the posters in the narthex for more details.
The PARISH AGM will be after the 11am Mass on Sunday 26th April. We will present the results of last year’s survey, and what the PPC can and cannot do in response. The PPC will need the whole Parish to bring the vision into fruition. Come and have your say in the future of the Parish! Please bring some food for the shared lunch afterwards.
The PEOPLE'S EMERGENCY BRIEFING film will be shown at 7:30pm on Monday 27th April at St Thomas's Church, Crookes. The film is based on briefings given to the government last year. It aims to encourage reflection on responsibility for our common home and action to repair it. Visit www.tickettailor.com/events/crookeschurchesjointecogroup/2138887 to book a free place.
The service of prayer and reflection for SURVIVORS OF ABUSE will be held at 7pm on Tuesday 5th May in the Church of the Holy Spirit, Dronfield S18 2EP. Refreshments will be served afterwards.
There will be a workshop on DEMENTIA PASTORAL CARE at 10am on Tuesday 19th May at Ranmoor Parish Centre. The PPC would like someone to attend and report back. To book, visit www.ageuk.org.uk/sheffield/our-services/das-training.
The OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE RELIC is visiting Mother of God Church at 10am on Saturday 6th June. It is an Authorised Relic that extends the graces of evangelisation, conversion and truth to those who receive it.
Carmel Care will be holding a 40TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION at 12 noon on Wednesday 3rd June at 172 Dykes Hall Road S6 4GS. Contact Janet Kent at jkent@hallam_diocese.com to book a place.
The LIVE SIMPLY theme for April and May is FOOD WASTE. Globally about a third of food goes to waste. This is a massive burden on the environment, the climate and the economy. Meanwhile millions of people go hungry. See the display in the Narthex and www.stfrancisrc-sheffield.org.uk/livesimply/ for some ideas on what you can do. Thank you.
S2 FOOD BANK is running low on essentials. The items they need most are tinned vegetables, beans, chickpeas, lentils, pasta, rice, tea & coffee, and toiletries & nappies. Please leave any donations in the trolley in the narthex.
VOLUNTEERING without a regular commitment. www.sheffieldvolunteercentre.org.uk/ has many opportunities for volunteers who can’t make a regular weekly commitment.
· Free Cakes for Kids Sheffield are looking for people to bake birthday cakes for children who otherwise wouldn’t get one?
· Grimm & Co in Rotherham are looking for creative illustrators to bring children’s stories to life through drawing, digital art or graphics.
· Mary’s Meals need people to talk in schools and other settings to raise awareness of what they do.
· Support Dogs are looking for puppy socialisers to give a puppy a home, either for a few days/weeks or longer-term.
· Life After Crisis are looking for a social media volunteer, a role that can be done remotely.
Don’t let your other commitments stop you giving your time for a good cause.
Please read the poster in the narthex from CAFOD for some information about AFGHANISTAN. With their partners they are working in remote areas of the country to bring aid to people affected by natural disasters. Please also pray for the people especially the women and children. This will be the focus of the Justice and Peace group until the end of April.
Dear Lord,
We hold before you the peoples of Afghanistan. Be peace to those engaged in armed conflict and those who live within its shadow. Hold us all in your unfailing love. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, who emptied himself of all but love in order to bring life in all its fullness.
Amen
The MASS READINGS for this Sunday are:
· Acts 2: 14, 22-33
· Psalm 16
· 1 Peter 1: 17-21
· Luke 24: 13-35
SCRIPTURE NOTE
This attractive and delicate narrative is the story of the journey to faith in the Risen Christ: it occurs in any Christian instruction, and especially in the Eucharist, which begins with the teaching of the scriptures, and then is brought to its fulfilment in the Sacrament. The two disciples (are they man and woman, as so often in Luke, perhaps Cleopas and his wife?) start off deep in depression and disappointment. But they are open-minded and willing to learn as the Stranger explains to them from scripture the meaning of events. Their hearts burn within them at the Stranger’s words, but their eyes remain closed. It is only in the sacramental meal that they recognise the Risen Christ. This is the story of any Christian instruction, culminating in the Eucharist, for the Eucharist is a sacrament of initiation, bringing us to the intimate, personal encounter with Christ. Once they have been enlightened and have learnt the profound meaning of the events, the truth of the scriptures and the resurrection, then the disciples return to the Holy City and carry on their own Christian apostolate by spreading the news of the resurrection. This is the shape of the Christian vocation which we all receive, to assimilate and pass on the meaning of Christ’s resurrection.
How can we share the message of Jesus this week?
REFLECTION How well do we listen to each other?
As Jesus walked to Emmaus, he listened carefully to His disciples and experienced their grief. An important part of our relationship is listening. We may disagree with our partner’s thoughts and judgments but they are part of who this person is. We need to experience him/her and convey the joy of discovering the person he/she is.
PARISH PRAYER
Heavenly Father, pour down on our Church your Holy Spirit, the fire of your love. Give us the courage, the wisdom and the faith to be salt for the earth and light for the world.
Help us to build warm and welcoming communities of faith in our families, our neighbourhoods, our Parish. May we carry the Good News by word and action into all our environments, especially those which are hostile and hurting.
Together with Mary, the first evangeliser we entrust all our efforts into the care of the Divine Spirit, who fills and renews the face of the earth.
Amen.
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