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	THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

SUNDAY 12TH APRIL 2026
Year C - Psalter week 2


(People of the Parish)




SUNDAY MASS is at 11am each week. There is also Mass each weekday, normally at 10am. There is no Mass on Saturday.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (CONFESSION) is available on request. Contact Fr Kevin.
A basket will be passed around during Mass for the OFFERTORY COLLECTION. Alternatively, you can make your offertory donation directly to:
· Account name: Diocese of Hallam St Francis Sheffield
· Sort Code: 40-41-07.
· Account Number: 21094343
If you would like to Gift Aid your offering, please contact Edmund King at edmundking42@gmail.com.
Fairtrade TEA, COFFEE AND BISCUITS are available in the Assisi Hall after Sunday Mass.
The POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION for April is priests in crisis. Let us pray for priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation, that they may find the accompaniment they need and that communities may support them with understanding and prayer.
PLEASE PRAY for Ann Bright, Kathleen Campbell, Colette Connolly, Jean Fahy, Olwyn Heyes, JH, Andrew Sadowski, Veronica Sowerby and Paul Spragg, who are sick and for all whose anniversaries occur about this time.
WEEKDAY MASSES (all at 10am)
Monday	13th	
Tuesday	14th	
Wednesday	15th	
Thursday	16th	
Friday	17th	
THANK YOU for your generous Easter offerings.
There are blank READING, WELCOMING AND TEA/COFFEE ROTAS for the next quarter in the narthex. Please sign up. New volunteers welcome.
ST WILFRID'S CENTRE PIN BADGES are on sale at www.stwilfridscentre.org/online-shop/st-wilfrids-centre-pin-badge for £2.50.
YOUNG PEOPLE AND YOUNG ADULTS are invited to join three Franciscan Friars at 1:15pm on Friday 17th April at St Marie’s Cathedral. They will guide you in how to share your faith today. Book a place at www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sent-to-share-the-faith-afternoon-tickets-1985232934147 and bring a packed lunch.
There will be an evening with THREE FRANCISCAN FRIARS at 6pm on Friday 17th April, here at St Francis Church. It will be followed by a bring and share supper and Q&A. This is a Diocesan event so booking is essential (but tickets are free). Please book a place at www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sent-to-share-the-faith-tickets-1982706392192.
ST VINCENT’S FURNITURE STORE are holding a fundraising dinner at 6:30pm on Saturday 18th April the Steamworks. Food will be prepared by local chef, Chris Hanson, and there will be a DJ and auction. Tickets are £65 each and available at http://tinyurl.com/springandbloom.
The PARISH AGM will be after the 11am Mass on Sunday 26th April. We will present the results of last year’s survey, and what the PPC can and cannot do in response. The PPC will need the whole Parish to bring the vision into fruition. Come and have your say in the future of the Parish! Please bring some food for the shared lunch afterwards.
The PEOPLE'S EMERGENCY BRIEFING FILM will be shown at 7:30pm on Monday 27th April at St Thomas's Church, Crookes. The film is based on briefings given to the government last year by experts in many fields. It has been released to encourage reflection on responsibility for our common home and action to repair it. To book a free place, visit www.tickettailor.com/events/crookeschurchesjointecogroup/2138887.
The annual service of prayer and reflection for SURVIVORS OF ABUSE will be held at 7pm on Tuesday 5th May in the Church of the Holy Spirit, Dronfield S18 2EP. Refreshments will be served afterwards.
DEMENTIA ACTION WEEK is from 18th to 24th May. There will be a free session on dementia pastoral care from 10am to 12 noon on Tuesday 19th May at St John’s Church, Ranmoor. The PPC would like someone to attend and report back. For more details or to book, visit www.ageuk.org.uk/sheffield/our-services/das-training.
The HALLAM LOURDES PILGRIMAGE will take place from Friday 26th June to Thursday 2nd July. The cost is £1010 flying from Leeds (including flight, 6 nights accommodation, full board and insurance). Booking forms are available at www.tangney-tours.com/hallam.
Two DRIVERS ARE NEEDED to join a team bringing someone from Broomhill to Sunday Mass, about once a month, flexible arrangement. Please contact Anne Shepherd at amshep1212@gmail.com.
The LIVE SIMPLY theme for April and May is FOOD WASTE. Globally about a third of food goes to waste. This is a massive burden on the environment, the climate and the economy. Meanwhile millions of people go hungry. See the display in the Narthex and  www.stfrancisrc-sheffield.org.uk/livesimply/ for some ideas on what you can do. Thank you.
VOLUNTEERING without a regular commitment. www.sheffieldvolunteercentre.org.uk/ has many opportunities for volunteers who can’t make a regular weekly commitment.
· Free Cakes for Kids Sheffield are looking for people to bake birthday cakes for children who otherwise wouldn’t get one?
· Grimm & Co in Rotherham are looking for creative illustrators to bring children’s stories to life through drawing, digital art or graphics.
· Mary’s Meals need people to talk in schools and other settings to raise awareness of what they do.
· Support Dogs are looking for puppy socialisers to give a puppy a home, either for a few days/weeks or longer-term.
· Life After Crisis are looking for a social media volunteer, a role that can be done remotely.
Don’t let your other commitments stop you giving your time for a good cause.
Please read the poster in the narthex from CAFOD for some information about AFGHANISTAN. With their partners they are working in remote areas of the country to bring aid to people affected by natural disasters. Please also pray for the people especially the women and children. This will be the focus of the Justice and Peace group until the end of April.
Dear Lord,
We hold before you the peoples of Afghanistan. Be peace to those engaged in armed conflict and those who live within its shadow. Hold us all in your unfailing love. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, who emptied himself of all but love in order to bring life in all its fullness. 	Amen
S2 FOOD BANK. If you can’t donate food items, money donations are just as vital. £5 buys the essentials for a family meal and £10 buys fresh produce for a week. Every pound given helps support families and individuals across S1, S2, and S12. You can donate online at www.s2foodbank.org.uk.
The MASS READINGS for this Sunday are:
· Acts 2: 42-47
· Psalm 118
· 1 Peter 1: 3-9
· John 20: 19-31
SCRIPTURE NOTE
This passage from John’s Gospel has all the more significance because it brings the Gospel to a close. The story of the breakfast-party with the Risen Christ on the shore of the Lake of Galilee is a sort of appendix. The story-line of the main Gospel ends with Thomas blurting out ‘My Lord and my God’. The Gospel therefore ends as it began, with the only two unmistakable declarations in the New Testament of the divinity of Jesus. ‘The Word was God’ and ‘My Lord and my God’ bracket the Gospel, indicating the purpose and angle of the whole Gospel which is to show that Jesus is God. John’s Gospel complements the other Gospels: they show a man who is also God, whereas this Gospel shows God who is also a man. It is with the divine authority that Jesus confers on his Church the divine power to forgive. Real forgiveness is indeed Godlike. It is not simply ‘forgive-and-forget’, but forgiveness in the knowledge that a hurt has occurred. Just as a bone, broken and merged together again, can be stronger than it was before it was broken, so forgiveness can create a real link of love on both sides, a treasured secret of divine graciousness between forgiver and forgiven.
How have you experienced real forgiveness in your life?
REFLECTION Togetherness
Our ‘togetherness’ in what we do and say is a ‘sign’ of our love and a source of joy for us. Sometimes, like Thomas, we can be stubborn, with an attitude of ‘I’ll believe it when I see it’ creating a sense of separation and distance. But together we have the power to stop, reflect, be forgiven, and begin again.
PARISH PRAYER
Heavenly Father, pour down on our Church your Holy Spirit, the fire of your love. Give us the courage, the wisdom and the faith to be salt for the earth and light for the world.
Help us to build warm and welcoming communities of faith in our families, our neighbourhoods, our Parish. May we carry the Good News by word and action into all our environments, especially those which are hostile and hurting.
Together with Mary, the first evangeliser we entrust all our efforts into the care of the Divine Spirit, who fills and renews the face of the earth. 	Amen.
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