BIBLE ALIVE and CATHOLIC COMPANION for January are available in the narthex.

The APOSTLESHIP OF PRAYER leaflets for January are on the trolley with the hymn and Mass books.

The HALLAM YEARBOOK for 2012, containing information about the Diocese of Hallam and the Churches and Mass Times, plus the Feast Days for each day of the Year, is on sale in the narthex for £3.
SCRIPTURE NOTE - God revealed himself to the Jews through the Scriptures, and to the Gentiles through nature. Since the Magi were gentiles, Matthew shows them receiving a revelation through astrology. The story highlights the paradox of how the Jews who have the Scriptures reject Jesus, while Gentiles come and, with the help of the Scriptures, find and adore him. For Matthew the story of the Magi becomes an anticipation of the fate of the Good News of salvation, a fate that he knew in the aftermath of the resurrection.

REFLECTION
The Star of Bethlehem

Gordon Wilson’s daughter was killed by a bomb in Enniskillen on Remembrance Day in 1987.  Instead of calling for revenge, he forgave her killers and began a campaign for peace and reconciliation.  He said,
“I am a very ordinary sort of man.  I have few personal ambitions and no political aspirations.  I just want to live and let live.  Life has been kind to me in the main, and I have tried to live by the Good Book.  I do not profess to be a good man, but I aim to be.  I would like to leave the world a better place than I found it, but I have no exaggerated ideas of my ability to do so.  I have hitched my wagon to a star, a star of hope, the star of Bethlehem.”

PARISH PRAYER
Heavenly Father, pour down on our Church your Holy Spirit, the fire of your love.  Give us the courage, the wisdom and the faith to be salt for the earth and light for the world.

Help us to build warm and welcoming communities of faith in our families, our neighbourhoods, our Parish.  May we carry the Good News by word and action into all our environments, especially those which are hostile and hurting.

Together with Mary, the first evangeliser we entrust all our efforts into the care of the Divine Spirit, who fills and renews the face of the earth.

Amen.
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	Franciscan
Church of St. Francis of Assisi

277 Sandygate Road, Sheffield S10 5SD

Telephone 0114 263 0383

Email: stfrancis@frkevin.f9.co.uk
Website: www.stfrancisrc-sheffield.org.uk
Registered Charity No.  512021

Parish Priest: Fr Kevin Thornton
Year B - Psalter Week 3
The Epiphany of the Lord
Mass Book page 118. Readings page 115. Preface page 53. Eucharistic Prayer 3.


	Sunday
	8th  
	9:00 am
	(People of the Parish)

	
	
	11:00 am
	(Yorkshire Brethren Society)

	Monday
	9th  
	10:00 am 
	The Baptism of the Lord (Marie Stephenson)

	Tuesday
	10th 
	7:30 pm
	(St. Francis Dead List)

	Wednesday
	11th  
	10:00 am
	(Josie Baldwin)

	Thursday
	12th   
	10:00 am
	St. Aelred of Rievaulx, St. Benedict Biscop (Paul Bagnall)

	Friday
	13th  
	10:00 am
	(Eileen & Anne)

	
	
	3 - 6 pm
	Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

	Saturday
	14th  
	11:15-11:45
	Sacrament of Reconciliation

	
	
	12:00 noon
	(Michael Andrews & Veronica Andrews)


Thank you for the COLLECTION LAST SUNDAY 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

· TODAY Retiring Collection for SPUC.
· Sunday 15th January is a Day of Prayer for World Peace. There will be a basket in the narthex if you wish to make a contribution to the work of Pax Christ - the International Catholic Movement for Peace.
· Sunday 29th January, there will be an Appeal made on behalf of the St. Barnabas Society.

· Sunday 5th February is Education Sunday and there will be a collection for the Catholic Education Services.
PLEASE PRAY for Alan, Alice Green, Alison, Antonia Martel, Audrey O’Halloran, Benjamin Lewis, Bill Donlon, Bill Hunt, Carol Anne Johnson, Carole H, David Skinner, David Thomas, Deirdre Turner, Derek Grist, Ellen Dalton, Irene Bell, J & E. D., Jeanne Bliss, Jenny Rockett, Peggy Vaughan, Karen Kilbride,  Kath, Kathleen, KC, Joanne & Emmeline Short, Joe Kelly, Leonora, Malcolm Marsh, Margaret Higgins, Margaret Paget, Marion Green, Martha, May Leonard, M.E, Mel, M.H, N. F., Paula, Pauline Bryant, Peter Hindmarsh, R Wilkinson, Rachel Grace, Robin Byrne, Roger Kemp, Ruth McElroy, Ruth & John, Sheila Watson, Sue Mann, T.D., Tony Le Vann, Traci Ahern, Vanessa, Father Michael Killeen and Father Roy Pannell who are sick, for Michael Andrews, Veronica Andrews and Marie Stephenson, lately dead and for Eileen & Anne whose anniversaries occur about this time.
The ’LIST OF SICK PEOPLE’ which is on the notice board and included in the Franciscan when there is room, seems to grow ever bigger. Some names have been on it for years, and I wonder if some may have recovered or died and so should not be there now. I think we should make a new start! So, please have a close look at it, and see if you know the people named there. Are they still in need of our prayers or do they no longer need our prayers and can be omitted in future. Please let me know (preferably in writing or by e-mail to parishcouncil26@yahoo.co.uk, as my memory is getting worse). When you give me this information I will try and make an up-to-date list. Thank you.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT is on Friday afternoons in the chapel, throughout the year. Over the last few years, the number of people coming to spend some time adoring Jesus present in the Blessed Sacrament has dramatically declined. Often there is only one person present, waiting for someone else to come, so that they can leave. With the departure of the Sisters of Mercy, who came every week, this has made the problem deeper. There seems to be little option other than to shorten the period of Exposition. So, from Friday 13th January, Adoration will begin at 3pm and finish at 6pm.
‘Little Fishes’ - Praise and play for the under fives will be on Monday 16th January at 1.45pm.  Meet in the Assisi Hall and then in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.  Contact Clare Byrne for more information.

The Octave of Prayer for CHRISTIAN UNITY begins on 18th January and lasts until 25th.

The latest edition of JUSTICE & PEACE NEWSLETTER is pinned on the notice board.

The next dance show, 'BEST FOOT FORWARD' will take place on the 10th, 11th and 12th of May. A new dance teacher, Jo Fawcett, is starting on 16th of January, and will be doing two contemporary numbers in the show, to complement those choreographed by Tony Womack. If you would like to join, please contact Grazyna.
There are some FREE BROCHURES available in the narthex:

· Ampleforth Pastoral Programmes 2012;
· Christian Holiday Handbook 2012;
· ‘Missio’ Calendars;
· St Vincent’s Furniture Store Annual Review.
Please take some time to look at the POSTERS ON THE NOTICE BOARD in the Narthex which give information about:

· Church Action on Poverty – Poverty and Homelessness Action Week from 29th January to 5th February – “Breaking Barriers”.

· FLAME, National Youth Congress at Wembley Arena on 24th March.
Please donate more TEA, COFFEE and SUGAR for St. Wilfrid’s.  Thank you.

There will be a Mass with prayers to commemorate the DIAMOND JUBILEE OF HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH on the Feast of the Blessed Trinity, Sunday 3rd June.

The HALLAM DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES will be from Sunday 1st to Friday 6th July.  The cost is £635 (single supplement £130). Booking forms are available in the narthex.
Charlie Morris has been appointed as the new HOSPITAL CHAPLAIN.  He is not a priest, so anyone needing sacramental ministrations (Sacrament of the Sick, Sacrament of Reconciliation) will need to call upon the priests of the city.  If someone is sick and knows that they are to be admitted to the Northern General or the Hallamshire, please inform Father Kevin so that they can receive the Sacrament of the Sick before they go into hospital.  If they wish to receive Holy Communion while in hospital, I (or you yourselves) could inform those responsible on 2712573. You can still leave messages on the chaplaincy referral answer phone (2714999). In either case, please leave a message, clearly giving details of which hospital, the person’s name, the ward they are in, etc. and stating that the person is Roman Catholic. Or, encourage them to ask the ward nurse to contact the Catholic chaplain.
First Reconciliation and FIRST HOLY COMMUNION – last call for applications?  Please contact Father Kevin today.
