The PARISH DIRECTORY had recently been reviewed.  Existing information has been updated but the review has not have captured any new activities within the Parish.  Copies of the Directory are available in the Narthex with a cover sheet for parishioners to leave their name, number, and make comments or note any other activities that they believe should be incorporated in the Directory.

SCRIPTURE NOTE - As Matthew relates it, the incident described in today’s Gospel is clearly symbolic.  The boat represents the Church; the disciples are beaten by the winds and the waves of persecution. Jesus is not with them physically; he is in heaven, praying to the Father.  However, in the hour of need he comes to them, and with his presence calms their fears and brings them peace.

The incident of Peter sinking and being saved by Jesus is probably a reference to Peter’s failure during the Passion, and his restoration after the Resurrection.  The writer would have known this, and almost certainly had it in mind when telling the story.
In any case, Peter represents the typical disciples, caught between faith and doubt.  Jesus’ rebuke: ‘Man of little faith! Why did you doubt?’ is directed at us, who often start out courageously only to lose heart when faced with a crisis.

The prophet Elijah adopted a very militant, even bloodthirsty, approach in his battle against idolatry.  Now on the run for his life, he takes refuge in a cave where he is taught that God’s ways are not man’s ways.  God’s approach is as gentle as a breeze.

REFLECTION Courage! Do not be afraid
Like Peter we too have often set out confidently across the waters of life.  However, as soon as the winds of trouble rise against us, and the waves of adversity begin to buffet us, we lose our nerve and begin to sink.  Lord, when our faith falters, as it often does, may we hear your gentle voice saying to us, ‘Courage! Do not be afraid.’  In that moment, Lord, may your divine power uphold us, calm our fears, steady our nerves, and enable us to steer our little boat to a place of safety and peace, beyond the wind and the waves.
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	Sunday
	7th 
	9:00 am
	(People of the Parish)

	
	
	11:00 am 
	(Yorkshire Brethren Society)

	Monday
	8th 
	10:00 am
	St. Dominic (Joan Finucane)

	Tuesday
	9th
	7:30 pm
	St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross - Edith Stein (Albert Clarke)

	Wednesday
	10th 
	10:00 am 
	In Church St. Laurence (St. Francis Dead List)

	Thursday
	11th
	10:00 am
	St. Clare (St. Francis Dead List)

	Friday
	12th
	10:00 am
	St. Jane Frances de Chantal (St. Francis Dead List)

	
	
	2 – 7 pm
	Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

	Saturday
	13th
	11:15-11:45
	Sacrament of Reconciliation

	
	
	12 noon
	(Mattie Doherty)


THE NEW TRANSLATION OF THE MISSAL WILL BE INTRODUCED ON SUNDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER 2011.
Thank you for last week’s OFFERTORY COLLECTION.
Last week’s COLLECTION FOR THE DAY FOR LIFE will go to the Anscombe Bioethics Centre (formerly the Linacre Centre for Healthcare Ethics) and other life-related activities supported by the Church.

Next Sunday is the Feast of the ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY which is transferred from Monday 15th August.

On Sunday 21st August, there will be an appeal made on behalf of SURVIVE-MIVA, which is a Catholic Lay Association funding transport in the developing world.

The SUMMER BOOK SALE raised £253.11 which will go to support Sr. Helen’s work in Rwanda.

Before you go away on holiday, please remember to bring COFFEE, TEA AND SUGAR FOR ST WILFRID’S CENTRE.  Thank you.

PLEASE PRAY for Alan, Alice Green, Alison, Anne Green, Antonia Martel, Audrey O’Halloran, Benjamin Lewis, Bernadette Smith (Strain), Bill Hunt, Carol Anne Johnson, Deirdre Turner, Derek Grist, Ellen Dalton, George Windsor, Irene Bell, Jenny Rockett, Josef & Peggy Vaughan, Kath, Kathleen, KC, Joanne & Emmeline Short, Joe Kelly, Leonora, Malcolm Marsh, Margaret Higgins, Margaret Paget, Marion Green, Martha, May Leonard, M.E, Mel, MH, Paula, Pauline Bryant, Rachel Grace, Robin Byrne, Roger Kemp, Ruth McElroy, Sheila Watson, Traci Ahern and Vanessa, who are sick and for Albert Clarke, whose anniversary occurs about this time.

With this week’s Franciscan Newsletter, I have included information from the Bishop’s Conference of England and Wales who have decided that the practice of FRIDAY ABSTINENCE FROM MEAT should be clearly re-established in the lives of Catholics as a distinctive mark of Catholic identity and witness from Friday 16th September 2011.
Further copies of ‘UNDERSTANDING THE REVISED MASS TEXTS’ by Paul Turner have been ordered for those households who haven’t received one yet.  It outlines the changes to what the congregation says during the Mass and also provides some context and explanation.

The APOSTLESHIP OF PRAYER LEAFLETS for August are on the trolley with the hymn and Mass books.
BIBLE ALIVE for August is available in the narthex for £1.95.

The August Edition of CATHOLIC COMPANION is available in the narthex for £1.

Please SPONSOR BISHOP JOHN on his 15 mile walk through the Peak District on Friday 16th September, in aid of ST. WILFRID’S CENTRE for the homeless, vulnerable and socially excluded. Your help really does make a difference to the lives of the less fortunate. Please fill in your NAME, ADDRESS & POSTCODE, and tick the Gift Aid box if applicable.

The ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE TO OUR LADY’S SHRINE for the Feast of the Assumption has been CANCELLED due to unforeseen circumstances at Osmotherley. Sorry for any inconvenience caused.
The DOWRY OF MARY PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM will be on Sunday 11th September with Mass at 12 noon.

There will be a coach trip from St. Francis Church to Bradford Alhambra on Saturday 19th November to see the matinee performance at 1pm of ‘FIDDLER ON THE ROOF’.   If you wish to go, please contact A. Rowan.  Numbers only needed at present.
There will be a HALLAM DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY HALF DAY at 9.30am-12.30pm on Saturday 1st October at Blessed Trinity Church Hall, Northfield Lane, Wickersley.  Join Bishop John as he leads a half-day of reflection on ‘The joys and challenges of being a Catholic today’.
LOCAL LIFE SERVICES can be contacted through LIFE’s national contact points – Helpline on 0800 915 4600, Text-to-talk on 07786 200 330 or www.lifecharity.org.uk, www.preghelp.org.uk and www.lifefertilitycare.co.uk.
