BIBLE ALIVE and CATHOLIC COMPANION for July are available in the narthex.

The APOSTLESHIP OF PRAYER leaflets for July are on the trolley with the hymn and Mass books.
The July edition of the HALLAM NEWS is available in the narthex.
The HALLAM PASTORAL CENTRE has opened a shop selling quality goods of a religious nature.  See opening times in the Hallam News.

THE INSTITUTE OF OUR LADY OF MERCY.  The Leadership Team has decided to withdraw the Sisters from the Convent at Highbury. A date has yet to be decided, but it will certainly be before the end of the year.  To close a house and withdraw Sisters from ministry is always a very difficult decision, but the time for closure has arrived and is unfortunately inevitable.  They acknowledge that during the time the Sisters have been there, they have been supported by wonderful people and priests, throughout their ministries in Sheffield.  The Leadership Team would like to relay their deep gratitude to parishioners for their loyal service to their Sisters.
Sister Patricia Bell. Institute Leader

SCRIPTURE NOTE - Christ’s parable originally addressed the problem of sinners in the Kingdom of God.  The Pharisees believed that the Kingdom was for saints only; sinners therefore should be ruthlessly weeded out.  But Christ didn’t agree, as this parable shows.  The main point of the parable is clear: up to the last judgement, the Kingdom will be a mixed bag of good and evil.  Later the parable was applied to the problem of sinners in the Church.  Like the Kingdom, the Church is also a mixed bag.  It must not play God by trying to purify itself completely through purges and inquisitions.  The definitive separation must be left to the last judgement.  In the meantime the Church must be patient; it must preach repentance and practice leniency.  Mercy and leniency are an expression not of weakness but of strength. 

REFLECTION
A harvest prayer

On the day of the harvest the straw is set aside, the chaff is blown away by the wind, and the weeds are consigned to the flames.  But the wheat, like sacks of gold, is gathered into the barn.

Lord, on the day of death, the harvest of my life will be poured out before you, wheat and chaff and weeds together.  Let your wise hand sift through it; then keep what is worth keeping, and with the breath of your kindness, blow the rest away.
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	Sunday
	17th 
	9:00 am
	(People of the Parish)

	
	
	11:00 am 
	(St. Francis Dead List)

	Monday
	18th
	10:00 am
	(Joan Finucane)

	Tuesday
	19th
	7:30 pm
	(Kieran & Mary Coleman)

	Wednesday
	20th
	10:00 am 
	Highbury Convent (Louise Mumford)

	Thursday
	21st
	10:00 am
	(Edward & Ellen Cummings)

	Friday
	22nd
	10:00 am
	St. Mary Magdalen (Tom Lawless)

	
	
	2 – 7 pm
	Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

	Saturday
	23rd
	11:15-11:45
	Sacrament of Reconciliation

	
	
	12 noon
	St. Bridget of Sweden (St. Francis Dead List)


Offertory Collection - Thank you. Your continued generosity to our parish is appreciated.
Collection for the APOSTLESHIP OF THE SEA -  Thank you.

Ten million people are facing a devastating drought in the East and Horn of Africa.  Very poor rains have led to crop failure, serious food and water shortages and the deaths of hundreds of thousands of animals in Kenya, Ethiopia, Somalia and South Sudan. With no rain expected until October, the situation can only get worse. There will be a second collection today for the CAFOD EMERGENCY APPEAL FOR EAST AFRICA.  In accordance with the policy adopted by the Parish Council earlier this year, the amount collected today will be matched from parish funds up to £500. So, every pound you give will count double. Please be as generous as possible.

PLEASE PRAY for Alan, Alice Green, Alison, Anne Green, Antonia Martel, Audrey O’Halloran, Benjamin Lewis, Bernadette Smith (Strain), Bill Hunt, Carol Anne Johnson, Deirdre Turner, Derek Grist, Ellen Dalton, George Windsor, Irene Bell, Jenny Rockett, Josef & Peggy Vaughan, Kath, Kathleen, KC, Joanne & Emmeline Short, Joe Kelly, Leonora, Malcolm Marsh, Margaret Higgins, Margaret Paget, Marion Green, Martha, May Leonard, M.E, Mel, MH, Paula, Pauline Bryant, Rachel Grace, Robin Byrne, Roger Kemp, Ruth McElroy, Sheila Watson, Traci Ahern and Vanessa, who are sick, for Bishop Michael Evans (East Anglia), lately dead and for Kieran & Mary Coleman and Edward & Ellen Cummings, whose anniversaries occur about this time.
NEW TRANSLATION OF THE MISSAL - SUNDAY 4th SEPTEMBER. All of the regularly used sections of the new translation of the missal will be introduced across England and Wales on Sunday 4th September. In order to help us prepare, the parish is providing one copy per household of Understanding the Revised Mass texts, by Paul Turner (Parish Priest of St. Munchin’s Church, Kansas). In a fairly direct way, this very readable booklet outlines the changes to what the congregation says during the Mass and provides some context and explanation. The first batch of these will be distributed after Mass today. If someone from your household does not get one, please indicate on the sheet in the narthex. We do not need names, just an idea of how many more we need to order. Resources for families, for children and for young adults will come at a later date, as will those for people with specific ministries.
Many of you have APF Red Boxes and contribute generously to them. The 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF APF/MILL HILL is being celebrated this year and there will be a Mass at 3pm today at St. Marie’s Cathedral.  Monsignor John Dale and Fr. Tony Chantry will be there at the celebration.  All are welcome. 
Please SPONSOR BISHOP JOHN on his 15 mile walk through the Peak District on Friday 16th September, in aid of ST. WILFRID’S CENTRE for the homeless, vulnerable and socially excluded. Your help really does make a difference to the lives of the less fortunate. Please fill in your NAME, ADDRESS & POSTCODE, and tick the Gift Aid box if applicable. It costs £300,000 to run the Centre each year.  (The money given by the Secret millionaire recently, is £20,000 a year over the next 5 years - so they’re not awash with money!).  If you pay tax, please Gift Aid your donation - last year £1,000 was lost by not ticking the relevant box.
The SUMMER BOOK SALE continues today. All proceeds from the sale will go to support Sr. Helen’s work in Rwanda.
The PARISH DIRECTORY had recently been reviewed.  Existing information has been updated but the review has not have captured any new activities within the Parish.  Copies of the Directory are available in the Narthex with a cover sheet for parishioners to leave their name, number, and make comments or note any other activities that they believe should be incorporated in the Directory.
‘Little Fishes’ - Praise and play for the under fives will be on Monday 18th July at 1.45pm.  Meet in the Upper Room and then in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.

The DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM is on Saturday 23rd July.  Marian devotions at 2pm in the Parish Church, followed by Procession via the Pilgrim Way at 2.30pm (coaches for those unable to walk the Holy mile), then Mass at the National Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham at 4.15pm.  A coach will depart at 8am from St Vincent’s Church, Crookes (parking available) and return at 9pm (approx).  Coach seats (£13 for adults, £7 for students and children) can be booked from Mr D. Gerrard.

The DOWRY OF MARY PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM will be on Sunday 11th September with Mass at 12 noon.
There will be a coach trip from St. Francis Church to Bradford Alhambra on Saturday 19th November to see the matinee performance at 1pm of ‘FIDDLER ON THE ROOF’.   If you wish to go, please contact A. Rowan.  Numbers only needed at present.
The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales has appointed an Executive Coordinator for the 2012 OLYMPIC GAMES so that the Catholic Church can provide a spiritual aspect and chaplaincy for all the venues and participants in the Games.  Every community can play their part through More Than Gold’s programmes of outreach, hospitality and service, all under-girded by prayer.  They would like each Church to appoint a ‘Gold Champion’ to channel information from More Than Gold to the parish and link with other Gold Champions to share ideas and plans. Please see Father Kevin if you would like to volunteer.

The Bishops in England and Wales are preparing for the implementation of the approved ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE ROMAN MISSAL, which will be introduced into the parishes in September, three months before the missal is published in Advent 2011. These three months will be devoted to an “in-depth catechesis on the Eucharist and renewed devotion in the manner of its celebration.” 

