BIBLE ALIVE and CATHOLIC COMPANION for July are available in the narthex.

The APOSTLESHIP OF PRAYER leaflets for July are on the trolley with the hymn and Mass books.
The July edition of the HALLAM NEWS is available in the narthex.
The HALLAM PASTORAL CENTRE has opened a shop selling quality goods of a religious nature.  See opening times in the Hallam News.

If you have any ITEMS FOR THE FRANCISCAN, please complete the form on the Parish website (www.stfrancisrc-sheffield.org.uk) or e-mail them to paul.middlemas@btopenworld.com.  Thank you.

Catholic Truth Society.  Just to the left of the main entrance into the Church is a rack in which are a number of Catholic Truth Society (CTS) pamphlets on a variety of subjects. The price will be clearly marked on the back cover (usually £1.95).

SCRIPTURE NOTE - On the face of it, it might seem from today’s Gospel that Jesus taught in parables in order to prevent his hearers from understanding. But such a purpose is completely alien to the character of Jesus. Jesus used parable as an effective way of teaching. Those who were open to him received more. Those who had closed their minds against him received less. The fault lay not with Jesus but with the receiver. The early Church adapted the parables to the new situation in which they found themselves. The shorter form is most likely the original form of the parable. The explanation reflects the missionary experience of the early Church. It accounts for the relative failure of the message of Jesus. The shallow mind, the hard hearts, worldly preoccupations, persecutions – these are precisely the obstacles that have frustrated the growth of faith. 

REFLECTION
Receiving the word

The word of God is to the human heart, what a seed is to the earth.

However, just as a seed needs soil, so the word needs a receptive heart.

The earth responds to the rain and the sun
so that even the desert blooms.
But the arid human heart has the power to resist
so that it remains barren.

Lord, soften our hearts with your grace,

open them with your gentle love,
so that the precious seed of your word may take root in our hearts,
and bear fruit in our lives.

	[image: image1.png]



	Franciscan
Church of St. Francis of Assisi

277 Sandygate Road, Sheffield S10 5SD

Telephone 0114 263 0383

Email: stfrancis@frkevin.f9.co.uk
Website: www.stfrancisrc-sheffield.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 512021

Parish Priest: Fr Kevin Thornton
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15th Sunday in Ordinary Time




	Sunday
	10th 
	9:00 am
	(Priest’s Intention)

	
	
	11:00 am 
	(People of the Parish)

	Monday
	11th
	10:00 am
	St. Benedict (Tom Lawless)

	Tuesday
	12th
	7:30 pm
	(Patrick Curtis)

	Wednesday
	13th
	10:00 am 
	Highbury Convent (Joan Finucane)

	Thursday
	14th
	10:00 am
	(Michael Britton)

	Friday
	15th
	10:00 am
	St. Bonaventure (Joan Britton)

	
	
	2 – 7 pm
	Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

	Saturday
	16th
	11:15-11:45
	Sacrament of Reconciliation

	
	
	12 noon
	Our Lady of Mount Carmel (St. Francis Dead List)


Offertory Collection - £815.80. Thank you. Your continued generosity to our parish is appreciated.
Today is SEA SUNDAY, when the Church remembers all those who live and work at sea.  Many people have never stopped to consider how important seafarers are to our standard of living. Without them we would not have many of the items we use in our everyday lives. Many of these seafarers do not have the quality of life on board that every human has the right to. There will be a second collection for the Apostleship of the Sea, the official maritime welfare agency of the Catholic Church in Great Britain. They reach out to seafarers who visit our ports each year, offering pastoral and practical support and care. They are wholly dependent on voluntary donations to continue their work.  For more information, see www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk. 
CAFOD EMERGENCY APEAL FOR EAST AFRICA NEXT SUNDAY

THE NEW TRANSLATION - LORD I AM NOT WORTHY.   As the priest invites us to receive Holy Communion, he will say ‘Behold’, rather than ‘This is’, ‘the Lamb of God’.  ‘Behold’ means ‘to look at’ and is our invitation to adore Christ who we are about to receive in Holy Communion.  We are used to saying ‘Lord I am not worthy to receive you’ ...  This will change to: ‘Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed’.  This is almost exactly what the Roman Centurion said when he came and begged Jesus to heal his servant.  When Jesus says he will come to the Centurion’s house, the man knows that Jesus doesn’t need to do that, that just his word will be enough.  The Centurion says: ‘Lord I am not worthy to have you come under my roof, but only say the word and my servant will be healed’.  Our new reply changes only one word of the Centurion’s speech - my servant becomes my soul will be healed.

PLEASE PRAY for those who are sick (see list in anrthex), for Tom Lawless and Patrick Curtis, lately dead and for all whose anniversaries occur about this time.
Once again, MANY THANKS FROM ST WILFRID’S CENTRE for your generous gifts of tea, coffee and sugar.  Please keep them coming. 

The SUMMER BOOK SALE continues today. If you have any suitable books in good condition, please bring them for the sale. The profits will go to support Sr. Helen’s work in Rwanda.
Celebrate FR. TOMBLIN’S FIFTH YEAR in our Parish today.  There will be refreshments in the Assisi Hall after the 9am Mass.
The DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO PADLEY in honour of Blessed Robert Ludlam and Blessed Nicholas Garlick is today.  Assemble at Grindleford Station at 3pm.  Pilgrims will be led to the Chapel by Bishop John Rawsthorne and Bishop Malcolm McMahon where Mass will be celebrated at 3.30pm.  The speaker this year will be Rev. Peter Cullen, chaplain to the University of Sheffield.  Many pilgrims arrive early at the chapel and enjoy a picnic in the grounds.  Bring your own folding seats for the Mass.
The CROSSPOOL FESTIVAL ends today.  There will be an open-air ecumenical service, ‘Picnic in the Park’, at 12.30pm today on Lydgate Green (at the junction with Lydgate Hall Crescent).  Bring your picnics and enjoy music from the Chapeltown Silver Band and a brief address from Ven. Martyn Snow, Archdeacon in the Anglican Diocese of Sheffield.  There are some flyers in the Narthex.
THE INSTITUTE OF OUR LADY OF MERCY.  The Leadership Team has decided to withdraw the Sisters from the Convent at Highbury. A date has yet to be decided, but it will certainly be before the end of the year.  To close a house and withdraw Sisters from ministry is always a very difficult decision, but the time for closure has arrived and is unfortunately inevitable.  They acknowledge that during the time the Sisters have been there, they have been supported by wonderful people and priests, throughout their ministries in Sheffield.  The Leadership Team would like to relay their deep gratitude to parishioners for their loyal service to their Sisters.
Sister Patricia Bell. Institute Leader

On Tuesday 12th July at 8.15pm, there will be a PARISH MEETING to discuss the ways in which we as a parish might use the introduction of the new translation of the Missal as an opportunity for exploration, discussion and catechism about the Mass (and other liturgies).  Cheese and wine will be provided.  If you wish to attend and did not complete a slip on Pentecost Sunday, please contact Chris Dingle (cdingle@blueyonder.co.uk) or Ron Jarman (ron@jarmanfamily.co.uk) so that we cater accordingly.
‘Little Fishes’ - Praise and play for the under fives will be on Monday 18th July at 1.45pm.  Meet in the Upper Room and then in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.

The DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM is on Saturday 23rd July.  Marian devotions at 2pm in the Parish Church, followed by Procession via the Pilgrim Way at 2.30pm (coaches for those unable to walk the Holy mile), then Mass at the National Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham at 4.15pm.  A coach will depart at 8am from St Vincent’s Church, Crookes (parking available) and return at 9pm (approx).  Coach seats (£13 for adults, £7 for students and children) can be booked from Mr D. Gerrard on 268 2984.

The DOWRY OF MARY PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM will be on Sunday 11th September with Mass at 12 noon.
There will be a coach trip from St. Francis Church to Bradford Alhambra on Saturday 19th November to see the matinee performance at 1pm of ‘FIDDLER ON THE ROOF’.   If you wish to go, please ring A. Rowan on 2304061.  Numbers only needed at present.
Bishop John will lead a DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND from 17th to 24th November which will visit Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Jericho and Nazareth. The cost will be £1100 per person (single room supplement £210). More details on notice board.
