SCRIPTURE NOTE - The Book of Job confronts the problem of suffering. The common explanation was that suffering was a punishment for sin. But, though Job is a good man, he suffers greatly. His suffering causes him to take a gloomy view of life. (First Reading)
This sets the scene for the Gospel. However, what we see in the Gospel is not Jesus’ answer to the question ‘why suffering?’, but his response to actual suffering. He heals the sick and proclaims the good news of salvation. The Gospel also shows the urgency with which he dedicated himself to preaching the Good News, something we see exemplified also in Paul (Second Reading).

In the midst of his activity Jesus found time to pray in quiet places. It was during these hours of solitude that he maintained and fostered the most important thing in his life – his relationship with the Father. Here lay the secret of his successful ministry.
REFLECTION
A lonely place

Jesus often went off to a lonely place to pray. Yet the same Jesus who prayed in lonely places said: ‘When you pray, go into your room, and pray to your Father in secret.’ This means that the lonely place is not necessarily a place far away, or that by ‘room’ he means four walls that separate us physically from others. The room is the room of our innermost hearts. This room is with us at all times. We should make it a place to which we can go to find rest and spiritual recovery when the world is too much with us. There we will discover that the inner room is not empty after all, but is occupied by the God of love who dwells in us all. 
PARISH PRAYER
Heavenly Father, pour down on our Church your Holy Spirit, the fire of your love.  Give us the courage, the wisdom and the faith to be salt for the earth and light for the world.

Help us to build warm and welcoming communities of faith in our families, our neighbourhoods, our Parish.  May we carry the Good News by word and action into all our environments, especially those which are hostile and hurting.

Together with Mary, the first evangeliser we entrust all our efforts into the care of the Divine Spirit, who fills and renews the face of the earth.

Amen.
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	Sunday
	5th
	9:00 am
	(People of the Parish)

	
	
	11:00 am
	(Priest’s Intention)

	Monday
	6th   
	10:00 am 
	(Priest’s Intention)

	Tuesday
	7th 
	7:30 pm
	St. Paul Miki & Companions (Yorkshire Brethren Society)

	Wednesday
	8th   
	10:00 am
	(Dr. Joseph Vaughan)

	Thursday
	9th   
	10:00 am
	The Presentation of the Lord (St. Francis Dead List)

	Friday
	10th 
	10:00 am
	St. Scholastica (St. Francis Dead List)

	
	
	3 - 6 pm
	Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

	Saturday
	11th    
	11:15-11:45
	Sacrament of Reconciliation

	
	
	12:00 noon
	Our Lady of Lourdes (JKG’s Intentions)


Thank you for the OFFERTORY COLLECTION last Sunday.
Today is EDUCATION SUNDAY and there will be a collection for the Catholic Education Service.
PLEASE PRAY for Irene Bell, KC, Bill Donlon, ED, JTD, Rachel Grace, Alice Green, Marion Green, Derek Grist, Fr. Antony Hayne, Margaret Higgins, Ruth Hill, Pete Hindmarsh, Bill Hunt, Carole H, Roger Kemp, Karen Kilbride, Fr. Michael Killeen, May Leonard, Benjamin Lewis, Tony Le Vann, Antonia Martel, Audrey O’Halloran, Margaret Paget, Fr. Roy Pannell, John Rowan, David Skinner, Bernadette Smith, David Thomas, Peggy Vaughan, Alan and Leonora who are sick and for all whose anniversaries occur about this time.

FIRST RECONCILIATION AND COMMUNION. The next meeting will be on Wednesday 8th February from 6.15pm to 7:30pm in the Upper Room.  This session is for children and parents.
There will be a Diocesan Mass to celebrate CAFOD’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY at St. William's, Ecclesall Road on Thursday 9th February at 7pm.  Bishop John will be present along with Bishop John Arnold who is Chair of CAFOD. 

MARRIAGE WEEK 2012, organised by charities that care about building stronger marriages, runs from 7th to 14th February. There are some leaflets in the narthex.
Next Sunday, the 11am mass will be the MONTHLY YOUTH MASS.  Any young people who would like to help with the various Ministries at the Mass (welcomers, altar servers, readers, taking the collection or forming the Offertory Procession) should contact Susanne Staub.  Anyone who would like to help with the music should speak to Greg Ryan after Mass today.

There will be a RETREAT WEEKEND FOR YOUNG ADULTS from 10th to 12th February at Katherine House, Salford.  More information and booking forms from Sr. MaryAnne fcJ (maryannefcj@gmail.com) or Sr. Rachel fcJ (rduffyfcj@yahoo.co.uk).

‘Little Fishes’ - Praise and play for the under fives will be on Monday 19th February at 1.45pm.  Meet in the Assisi Hall and then in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.  Contact Clare Byrne for more information.  New people always welcome.

The next PARISH COUNCIL MEETING will be on Tuesday 21st February at 8pm in the upper room. It is open to all parishioners. If you would like a matter added to the agenda, please contact parishcouncil26@yahoo.co.uk.
On 22nd February, Ash Wednesday, there will be a Mass at 12 noon followed by a SOUP LUNCH in aid of Hallam Ascent’s nominated charity.
Did you see the poster in the narthex about the gap between rich and poor in the UK? It's greater than at any time in the last 40 years. Find out on Sunday 26th February how you can Give, Act and Pray to CLOSE THE GAP.
‘BIBLE ALIVE’ for February is available in the narthex for £1.95.

Our Diocesan Justice & Peace Commission has arranged a morning session on the WELFARE REFORM BILL. It will be led by Jane Perry from Church Action on Poverty who has made a close study of this radically new approach to welfare provision. Her theme will be “What will benefit changes mean for us? How can we work together to uncover the consequences of welfare reform?”  The event will be held on Saturday 3rd March, 9.30am to 12.30pm at St. Mary’s Parish Room, Herringthorpe Valley Road, Rotherham. Further information from Fr. Shaun Smith on 2343580 or e-mail sacredheart479@btinternet.com.
The DEANERY QUIET DAY will be on Sunday 22nd April.  More details to follow.
The PARISH OUTING TO CHESTER will be on Thursday 21st June. Further details in April.
The HALLAM DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES will be from Sunday 1st to Friday 6th July.  Cost is £635 per person (single room supplement £130). Booking forms are available in the narthex.
Volunteers are required to work in ST WILFRID’S CENTRE’S SKILLS WORKSHOP.  Basic skills are required and knowledge of computers and machines would be an advantage.  Please contact Steve Corker on 2555720 or steven.corker@stwilfridscentre.org.
The last celebration of the SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION was in November 2009. I need to have numbers and names of people to be confirmed so that I can approach the Bishop for a date. There are two folders pinned to the notice board, in which are some pink and cream forms. Please take one of each and return to Father Kevin as soon as possible.
There are some FREE BROCHURES available in the narthex:

· Ampleforth Pastoral Programmes 2012;

· Christian Holiday Handbook 2012;

· ‘Missio’ Calendars;

· St. Vincent’s Furniture Store Annual Review;

· St. Wilfrid’s Centre Newsletter 2012.
The APOSTLESHIP OF PRAYER LEAFLETS for February are on the trolley with the hymn and Mass books. 

The February edition of ‘CATHOLIC COMPANION’ is on sale in the narthex for £1.
